tention, and more or less engrossedthe 


I? Whence camel? Whither do I 


Ca 
the destiny of man, have 
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+Education.* 


There is not, in all the expanded 
area of human thonght, any theme 
more important or more prolific of 
or evil to man, temporal, spiritual, or 
eternal, than is the theme of human 
education. It has commanded the at- 


thoughts, of the most gifted minds and 
the most philanthropic hearts that have 
adorned our common humanity. The 

pacity of man, the dignity of man, 
n more 

less popular themes in every age, and 
amongst all the civilized nations of the 
earth. The three most engrossing 
questions in every age, in every clime 
of earth, and in every tongue of man, 
are, were, and ever will be, What am 


0? 

. These are the. loftiest, the most pro- 
found, and soul-en 
which the mind of man’ can concen- 
trate all its powers, and tax all its re- 
sources. It is conceded by the highest 
tribunals of human science and human 
learning, by the greatest and best of all 
philosophers, that the only object seen, | 
contemplated, and admired by man, 
which the. gun surveys.or the earth 

ce svithin 


ing themes, on’| Pers 


the human horizen that will never 
cease to be,—is man. He of alfearth’s: 
tenantry, had a beginning, but will: 
never, never, never have an end. | 
It is this view of man, and this view 
only, that ifies and ndizes: 
the theme of his education; and that, 
in every age of civilization, has, more- 
than ail other themes, engrossed the- 
attention, elicited the energies, and 
commanded the activities of every’ 
truly,emlightened philanthropist. 
Butthe proper philosophy of man, 
indicated in his vrigin, constitution, 
and destiny, is an essential preliminary 
to a rational disposition and develop- 
ment of this theme. The first question, 
then, necessarily is, What 1s man? 
He is neither an angel nor an animal. 
He has a body, soul, and a spirit. He 
has @ trinity of natures in one person- 


onalitics in one nature, man has @. 
trinity of natures in one personality. 


ual nature, and a moral nature. Hence: 
the prayer of the greatest apostle and. 
ambassador of heaven was, ‘‘May God 
sanctify you wholly’’—in body, soul, 
and spirit. These are not two, but 
tree entities, and these three are in 
every human being. Man has an ani-- 
ial , an animal soul, and aration- 
al spirit. Two of these are earthy 


Schools in Cincinnati, in October lash by Alexander 
Campbell, President of Bethany College, Va. 


and temporal—one is spiritual and! 


ality. While Jehovah has a trinityof 


He has an animal nature, an intellect-- 


+, 

« 

2 


* 
| 
| 
er | 
| 
| 
7 
ge 
| | 
; 
| 
= 
| 
*An Address delivered before Public 
| | 


~ 


~ = — 
. 
~ an o ~ 


~~ 


. half of humanity 


194 


CueistiAaN MAGAZINE. 


eternal. He is, therefore, not improp- 

called a microcosm, a miniature 
embodiment of universal nature, or of 
the Divine creation. 

We do not, then, wonder, standing 
on the pinnacle of this temple, that 
there was a Divine interposition in be- 
in its ruins, and none 
for the angels who kept not their first 
estate. And this, indeed, is no ordi- 
many attestation of the dignity of man. 

ence the institution of a remedial 
system, to elevate, dignify, and beautify 
man, was introduced by the Creator 
himself, and consummated by the in- 
carnation. of the Divinity in our hu- 
manity. This is the proper stand-point 
whence to survey the special provi- 
dence and the special grace vouchsafed 
to man as he now is, in his lapsed and 
ruined condition. 

Hence the true and enduring sub- 
basis of a rational and adequate educa- 
tion of a human being, is a just and 
true conception of man, not as he was, 
but as he is now, and as he must for- 
ever be. Any system not based on 
these conceptions, cannot possibly meet 
the demands of our nature, nor develo 
and perfect a human being to act me 
his in the great drama of human 
life. The only text-book for such a sys- 
tem, and such a study, and such a fall- 
orbed development of man, is that in- 
estimable volume, vouchsafed by God 
himself, in progress of completion some 
1600 years. It develops his nature, his 
origin, his destiny, and counsels his 
course in life with special reference to 


his full development and preparation 


for the highest honors, pleasures, and | 
enjoyments, of which he is capable. 
It adapts itself to his highest reason, 
to the strongest and most enduring crav- 
ings of his nature, and reveals to him 
the only pathway to true glory, honor, 
and immortality. Hence we concl 
that this volume should be a standing 
and a daily text-book in every primary 
pi academy, and college, in Chris- 
om. 


ude jand all 


| But this is not all ;—the true philo- 
sophy of man demands that a rational 
and systematic course of instruction 
should be instituted and prosecuted with 
a special reference to the conscience, the 
heart, and the spirit of man, as to the 
understanding or intellectual powers, 
the taste and the imagination of the pu- 
pil or the student. The whole world 
within him, as well as the whole world 
without him, should not only be defined. 
and developed, but cultivated, matured 
and perfected, in full harmony with his 
origin and destiny, not only as far as 
appertains to the present world, but 
= as relates to the future and the 
eternal world. 

Man was not created for this earth 
as his whole patrimony. He was de- 
stined.to be a cosmopolite, not of our 
planet only, or of our solar system, but 
to have intercourse, free and cordial, 
with the tenantry of all worlds, and to 
bea peer of the highest circles of the 
highest sphere of God’s universe. He 
is, in fact, through the interposition of 
the second Adam, made a peer of the 
highest realms in creation, and a re 
heir with Adam the Second, who is” 
himself heir of all things. May we 
not, then, with still more emphasis and 
earnestness, inquire, What should his 
education be ? | 
| What, then, is the meaning of the 
word education, inquires the sparklin 
eyes around me. Is is a Roman word, 
of etymological composition. It is tant- 
amount to development—full orbed de- 
velopment. It enlarges, invigorates, 
beautifies, adorns, and beatifies the so 
and spirit of man. King Solomon en- 
dorses this theory in affirming that “a 
man’s wisdom makes his face to shine;”’ 
that its merchandise is better than 
silver, its increase than that of fine 
gold.” ‘‘It is more precious than pearls, 
theyobjects of desire are not 
He affirms that “‘its” 


equal¥® 


ways are ways of pleasantness; that 
all its paths are s of peace;”’ that 


“it is a tree of ife to those who 
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it, and that happy is he who retains 
it.” | 

But there is knowledge without wis- 
dom; and there may be, at an certain 
angle, wisdom without much knowl- 
edge. We have occasionally met with 

rsons of much knowledge possessing 

ittle wisdom, and with some posses- 
sing much wisdom with little Lnowk: 
edge. Education, however, imparts 
knowledge rather than wisdom, while 
wisdom uses knowledge with discre- 
tion, applying and at he it to 
high aa holy purposes. Wisdom and 
knowledge are of the same paternity, 
but not of the same maternity. They 
are, however, eagerly to be sought after; 
and he that seeketh them with all his 
heart, shall attain to wise counsels. 
They are the richest gifts of God to 
mortal man. : 

Education, we repeat, is the devel- 
opment of what is in man, and accord- 
ing to Webster, “*it comprehends all 
that series of instruction and discipline 
which is intended to énlighten the un- 
derstanding, correct the temper, and 
form the manners and habits of youth, 
and fit them for usefulness in their fu- 
ture stations.”” is, therefore, phys- 
tcal, literary, moral, and religious. No 
irreligions man is, therefore, a well 
educated man. His head may be large 
and crowded with ideas; but his heart 
is dwarfed and cold to God and man. 
His conscience is callous, if not seared 
with guilt; and his moral sensibilities 
morbid, if not paralysed to death. When 
we affirm the conviction, that every 
well educated person must be a genu- 
ine Christian, we would not be under- 
stood as holding or expressing the idea 
that a Christian is the mere fruit of a 
good literary, moral, or religious edu- 
cation. Still, without education, in 
some measure of it, no man can be a 
Christian. He mustunderstand in 
some degree, or in some measure, the 
Oracles,of God. Since the Bible con- 
fains the Oracles of God, and since 
these Oracles are written in human lan- 


® 


ge, that language, whatever it may 
as @ mother tongue, must be the ve- 
hicle of all intercommunication between 
heaven and earth, between God and 
man. Now, if that language be not 


‘understood by any particular person, 


he cannot come to the knowledge of 
his God or of himself, so far as God 
has spoken to man, either of himself 
or of man; or so far as the most en- 
lightened man can develop, in words, 


the being of God, the providence of 


God, the moral government of God, or 
the general salvation which he has pro- 
vided for man in his moral ruins. 

Education is, therefore, @ssential to 
the salvation of any man into whose 
hand God, in his moral government or 
overruling providence, has placed a 
Bible. is measure of cducation, es- 
sential to a man’s confidence of him- 
self, his origin, responsibilities, and 
destiny, and to his appreciation of a 
revelation from God concerning a re- 
medial system, and man’s present laps- 
ed and ruined circumstances, is as in- 
dispensable to his immortal spirit and 
happy destiny, as atmosphere and lun 
to his*animal life and health. We 
merely assert these positions, because 
they are conceded by every man of 
sound judgment and selfdisposing mem- 
ory. And, therefore, a certain amount 
of education is absolutely necessary to 
give to every man the means of pos- 
sessing and enjoying the life that now 
is, or that fature and everlasting life to 
come. 

For this end, there is in every child 
an innate craving after knowledge, as 
constant and as insatiate as the craving 
for congenial food. This appetite for 
know! in the human family, is as 
univ as the appetite for food. There 
are, indeed, degrees of it discernable 
in all children ; and as a 
in the exact ratio of the cravings for 
knowledge, is the power or faculty of 

uiring it. 
~ Bat all the knowledges of earth 
and time, the knowledge of our eternal 


general rule, 
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ther of our spirits, on the soul-absorb- 
destiny. This is, after all the disqui- 


-his arm was ham an 


destiny is rationally the all-absorbing, 
soul-captivating, and soul-subduing 
craving of humanity. A human being 
devoid of this, is not compos meniis, 
nor, indeéd, compos corporis. Lungs 
without atmosphere would not be more 
useless or worthless than this insatiate 
craving for light and knowledge, with- 
out some communication from the Fa- 


ing theme of our future and everlasting 


sitions on the certainty of a revelation 
from God to man, embracing his future 
and eternal destiny, the most palpable 
@ priorvargument in favor of the prince 
of school books—the Holy Bible. 
_ But we argue not this question as if it 
were still a doubtful one. We argue 
cordially, an con b 
those.whom we now The BL 
ble, indeed, is the tongue of the uni- 
verse, ever unfolding its mysteries, ever 
developing the awful and glorious char-. 
acter of that magnificent architect, 
whose sublime and awful fiat broke the 
solemn silence of eternity, and gave 
birth and a thousand mallions 
of suns, and thirty thousand milfions 
of attendant planets, 

“‘ Forever singing as they shine, 

The hand that made us is Diviue.’’ 

One of the most obvious and impres- 
sive arguments of the intellectual and 
moral dignity of man, is the fact, that: 
nothing short of the infinite, the eter- 
nal, and the immutable, can meet and 
satisfy the cravings of his spiritual na- 
ture. There is more of philosophical 
fact than fable, in the tradition that the 
son of Philip and Olympias—A lexan- 
der of on—having conquered the 
world that then was, hung his sword 
and trumpet in the hall, weeping that 

d not 
room enough to do its work, in a world 
so small as ours. Ambition reddens 
at this tale, and its head in sol- 
emn contemplation. But the truth, the 


‘tunate 


glorious truth, the soul-subduing truth, 


is, that nothing but the infinite and the 
eternal can satisfy the cravings of an 
enlightened human soul. This thought 
—fact, may I call it!—is enough to 
show to any one of grave reflection, 
that whatever may be said of the phys- 
ical or intellectual nature of man, the 
moral and the spiritual are his trans- 
cendent glory and felicity. And hence 
we argue, that any and every system 
of education that does not contemplate 
this at a proper stand-point, is perfectly 
at sea, in a boisterous ocean, without 
sail, compass, or pilot aboard: and, 
therefore, can never anchor in the haven 
of safe and happy repose. 

Hence our position, our capital pore 
tion is, that the Holy Bible must be in 
school worthy of a 
public patronage, and not in the libr 
only, but daily in the hand of Sonnet 
and pupil, professor and student. A 
enigma without a table, a chair, 
or a couch, would not, in our esteem, 
be more unfit for guests, than a prim- 
ary school, an academy, or a college, 
without a Bible—not in the library on- 
ly, but daily in the hand of the student, 
in solemn reading, study, and exeget- 
ical development. 

The most highly educated minds in 
Christendom, will, nemine contradi- 
cente, with one accord, depose, that for 
simplicity, and beauty, and intelligibil- 
ity of style, as wellas for the grand- 
eur, the majesty, and the sublimity of 
its oracular developments, it has no 
ual, much less no superior, in all the 
libraries and archives of literature and 
science, of ancient or modern institu- 
tion. It stimulates all the energies of 
the human soul, awakens all its powers 
of thought, elevates its conceptions, di- 
rects its activities, chastens its emo- 
tions, and urges it onward and upward 
in the career of glory, honor, and im- 
mortality. 

There is unreasonable and 

judice in some regions, touch- 
ing the introdnetion of the whole sub- 


ject of religion, especially of specula- 
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tive creeds and catechisms, into the 
public seminaries of this our age andna- 
tion. Into the merits or the demerits 


of this economy and dispensation of 


religious truth, or of theoretic and spec- 
ulative disquisitions, of a religious 
bearing, we have neither taste nor time 
to enter. 

Suffice it to say, that there is a cath- 


olic, as well as a provincial formula of 


Divine truth, and that neither of them 
ought to be placed upon the table, to 
be theologically dissected or embalmed. 
Christianity is an abstract noun from 
the adjective Christian, and that from 
Christ, the consecrated. But the Bible 
being a book of facts, and not of theo- 
ries, it may in these be studied, be- 
lieved, obeyed, and enjoyed, without 


one speculative oracle, on the part of 


teacher or pupil. 

It is universally conceded by all, 
whose judgment is mature and worthy 
of authority amongst the masses, that 
no man was eyer healed, saved, or re- 
stored to health or life, by an assent or 
subscription to any abstract formula in 

hysics, methaphysics, or theology. 
We live not, we cannot live, on alco- 
hol, or on any distilled spirits what- 
ever; but we can live and enjoy good 
health on bread and water. And so it 
is in religion ;—no man ever entered 
heaven, according to the Bible, either 

n physics or metaphysics. It is by 
JSaith, based on facts, and not by mere 
doctrines, orthodox, assented to, that 
any one is reformed, sanctified, or 
saved. So the learned, and the truly 
religious of all creeds and human plat- 
forms, unequivocally proclaim. 

Why not, then, rather carry the Bi- 
ble than the catechism to school! Why 
not listen to God rather than to man! 
Are we more safe in the teachings or 
in the hand of man than of God! Who 
teaches like him, who possesses not by 

measure, but without measure, the 
Spirit of all wisdom and understand- 
“ang; who taught on earth, and who 
speaks from heaven, with the plenary 


inspiration of the Holy Spirit of all 
wisdom and understanding! Noschool, 
worthy of Christian patronage, ever 
was or can be founded on a catechism, 
or on the speculative dogmata of any 
sectarian formula of opinions. We de- 
mand, and the age we live in demands, 


| facts, and not theories, Divine oracles, 


‘and not human dogmata. 

Had it been compatible with Divine 
wisdom and prudence to substitute a 
formula of abstract doctrine, or to give 
'what we call a synopsis of Christian 
doctrine and soun odoxy, could he 
not, would he not, have given us an 
infallible summary—a stereotyped and 
a divinely patented formula of sound 
opinions, in mode and form to a scru- 
‘ple? The fact that he who foresaw the 

end of every institution from the be- 

ginning, and who foreknew all the in- 
-volutions and evolutions of human kind, 
did not do it, is, to our mind, an un- 
answerable argument against any effort 
of man to do it. 

In our studies of what is commonly 


itual universe, we observe that, despite 
of the four elements of the moderns— 
God in nature, in idence, in moral 
government, and in redemption, pre- 
sents nothing to man in the abstract, 
or absolute elementary form, but every 


‘thing in a concrete and relative form. 


So contemplated, the universe and the 
Bible bear the demonstrable impress 
of one and the same mind and will. 


‘To the educated eye of sound reason 


there is one supreme intelligence every- 
where manifest, without a single aber- 
ration; and there is, to the cultivated 
ear of religioif, an omnipresent har- 
mony, without one discordant note in 
all the spheres of God’s own universe. 

There is no apology for scepticism 
or infidelity, in heaven, earth, or hell. 
There is not a more demonstrable pro- 
position in the whole area of enlight- 
ened reason and cultivated intellect, 
than that the same mind that projected 


‘the universe and created the body, soul 


called nature, or the material and spir- - 
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the Holy Bible. 


fame, are.not more marked and char- 


_kings and priests that were the oracles 
of all Divine wisdom and knowledge, 
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and spirit of man, also projected the 
Oracles of Eternal Truth, which con- 
stitute the materials of that volume we 
so emphatically and impressively call 


The works of the great sculptors, 
carvers, painters, architects—the Phi- 
diases, the Praxitiles’, the Raphaels, 
the Michacl elos, of world-wide 


acterized in the monuments left behind 
them, than are the shepherds, the hus- 
bandmen, the fishermen, the prophets, 


and the amanuenses of the Holy Spirit 


,embodied @nd embalmed on the pages 

of that mugha@eglected volume, em- 
hatically denoraimated tux Boox or 
IFE TO MAN, 

This is not only the family Bible, 
the sunday school Bible, the church 
Bible, but should be the common school, 
the academy, the college, and the Con- 
gress Bible; and daily read, studied, 
and practised in and by them all. 

The Bible is, indeed, the tongue of 
creation. It inspires sun, moon, and 
stars. It not only echoes in the thun- 
ders of heaven, in the tempests, the 
whirlwinds, the earthquakes, and the 
voleanoes of earth, but it speaks in the 
still small voice of morning and even- 
ing in the conscience, in the heart, and 
in the soul of man. It was the great 
moral engine of ancient civilization, 
so far as it obtained a local habitation 
and a name amongst human kind. 

For the best essay of modern times, 
on the subject of the best means of civ- 
ilizing the tenantries of the British 
provinces in her Eastiigdia possessions, 
a rich medal was voted to the author 
of an essay whose theory of civiliza- 


tion was—‘‘Give to Pagandom the 


whole Bible in every man’s vernacu- 
lar, and teach every man to read it.” 
The Bible and the schoolmaster are 
God’s two great instrumentalities to en- 


| 


The Assyrian empire was annihilated 
by the Medo-Persian; the Medo-Per- 
sian by the Grecian, and the Grecian 
by the Roman. But Bible civilization, 
even in its rudimental elements, when 
fettered by Grecian and oman philos- 
ophers, falsely so called, sapped and 
mined the bases of Pagan governments, 
and gradnally, but successfully, paved 
the way to a more rational, humane, 
and dignified civilization. 

The whole philosophy of the highest 
civilization ever exhibited on earth, or, 
indeed, conceivable in our horizon, is 
summarily comprehended in two pre- 
cepts, on which the greatest philosopher 
that ever appeared amongst men said, 
depended the whole law and the proph- 
ets. These two precepts are but two 
manifestations, or applications of one 
principle. Love to God and Love to 
man, On the part of man, is the gravi- 
tating principle conservative of a ra- 
tional and “moral universe. The cen- 
tres of all systems are attractive and 
radiating centres. It isso in the phys- 
ical, the moral, and the spiritual uni- 
verse. The analogies of the pliysical 
to the spiritual, or of the spiritual to 
the physical universe, so far as obser- 
vation extends its dominion, aided by 
the light of the Bible, and what is 
sometimes called the light of nature, 
fully and most satisfactorily demon- 
strate and attest that they are the off- 
spring of one and the same supreme 
intelligence, and, therefore, they sever- 
ally, more or less, interpret and sustain 
one another. 


We may change the terminology of 
whatever constitutes our beau ideal of 
a perfect social system; but the facts or 
realities of humanity, in its most ex- 
tended horizon, is the fruit of a piety 
based upon a Divine communication. 
Hence the Bible, daily in the hand of 
every pupil in every school, is not only 
the best antidote against the frailties 
and the follies of man, but is also the 


lighten, to civilize, and to aggrandize 


sovereign directory in all that consti- 
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tutes an amiable, honorable, and mag- 
nanimous man or woman. 

A gentle-man and a gentle-woman, 
may be, and, indeed, often are con- 
founded, in our current dialect, with a 

enteel man and a genteel woman. 
ut these are the mere creatures of the 
tailor or mantuamaker, the barber or 
the milliner, possessing the fashionable 
diction or mannerisin of a Bostonian, 
a Londoner, or @ Parisian. These, in- 
deed, are the creatures of perverted 
reason and a romantic fancy; often at 
war with head, and heart, and con- 
science, alienating our reason, our 
moral sensibilities, and our affections, 
from all that is truly amiable, estima- 
ble and praiseworthy, in the legitimate 
aspirations of man or woman. 
ucation is a transcendently inter- 
esting theme. Its merits, its claims, 
its achievements, its enjoyments, its 
honors, and its rewards, are not to be 
told in a few minntes, noranscribed on 
afew pages. It is more than mere 
science, art, literature, philosophy, the- 
ology, or Chee - t is the perfect 
development, and decoration of man, 
body, soul, and spirit. It develops and 
adorns his animal, intellectual, moral, 
and spiritual nature. It enthrones 
reason and conscience within him, and 
subordinates his animalism to the di- 
rection and control of an enlightened 
conscience and a purified heart. 

To achieve these, is the great end 
and intention of a rational, moral, and 
religious education. And, as assumed 
in our premises, it must be adapted to 
our whole constitution, our position in 
the social compact, and our eternal des- 
tiny in the universe of God. Any of 
these overlooked, neglected, or dispar- 
aged, must ordinarily, in the common 
course of human events, terminate un- 
fortunately and unhappily. The indi- 
vidual pupil is, first of all, the loser, 
but society must, more or less, suffer in 
every such failure. 

We have in all communities, form- 
ally or informally, a joint stock con- 


>, 
* 


and successful o 


cern. The honest, industrious, frugal, 
tors in the busy 
hive of humanity do always suffer from, 
and generally have to pay all the costs 
of all the drones, spendthrifts and ma- 
rauders, within their respective locali- 
ties. More than half the common and 
necessary expenses of social life are im- 
posed upon us through the neglect of 
a rational system of universal educa- 
tion, in the full-orbed development of 
what legitimately enters into its un- 
sophisticated definition and import. 
ere we arithmetically to compute 
our taxes, annually paid, chargeable to 
the neglect of a rational system of in- 
tellectual, moral, and religions educa- 
tion, based upon the mature oracles of 
reason, of human experience, and the 
authentic annals of e ditures, on 
account of the drones, loungers, loafers, 
technically defined, in erecting for them 
pillories, jails, court-houses, peniten- 
tiaries, prison shops, hospitals, houses 
of correction, armies and navies, to say 
nothing of lawyers, judges, courts of 
oyer and terminer, &., &., all of 
which, or most of which, are the legit- 
imate results of the entire or partial 
neglect of timely physical, intellectual, 
moral and religious culture. These, in- 
deed, are the four cardinal points in 
human education, in reference to which 


ignorance and depravity, at the peril 
of ship, cargo, and all the hands aboard. 

No sage philosopher, no profound 
political economist, no common philan- 
thropist, no minister of state or of 
church, has given to this subject a tithe 
of the thou d earnest attention 
which its vil™importance and its su- 


at our hands. That an amelioration of 
the social system is practicable, and 
that it is desirable, every man of en- 
lightened reason and sober thought 
must admit. A cold indifference, in- 
deed a sinful apathy, seems to exist on 


‘the part of many who possess an infin- 


a 


the ship of our humanity must direct. 
its course across the ocean of human. 


perlative claims legitimately demand — 


. 
~ 


of Pst 


~ 
be 


| 
| 
| 
« 
| 


7 
’ 
¢§ 
f 
» 7 
2 
' 4 
4 
bs 
i 
4 
se 
Av 
‘ 
> 
i 


i 


d 
eb 
', @ 
“ 


: 


rs 
~ 
A 


200 NortuH CaRISTIAN MAGAZINE. 


ence which, were it discreetly used and 
brought to bear on ‘the public mind, 
might not only stay the progress of this 
social delinquency, but introduce such 
a system of moral education, based on 
the true science of man and of the social 
system, as would at least prevent the 


ments, which ultimately work the de- 
ation and ruin of every people. 
We hold it to be a ount duty 
of every citizen to seek the good of that 
people amongst whom himself and his 
terity are, by Divine providence, 
fecuedd. The amor patrie of the Greeks 
and of the Romans—of the ancient and 
modern Jews and Gentiles, though not 
a virtue wholly disconnected from our 
native selfishness, is still a duty of par- 
amount importance, not merely to our- 
selves, but in its eeflo-omrehting and 
long-enduring influence, more or less 
bearing upon the destiny of subsequent 
generations. 
- No man on earth, by any Divine or 
human warrant, lives solely for himself. 
Others providentially have lived, and 
do live, for him; and both religiously 
and morally he is obliged to live for 
others, or to make his life profitable to 
them. No man, in any society, lives 
for himself or dies for himself. This is 
an oracle, both of reason and of reve- 
lation. And this fact alone is superla- 
tively suggestive of the ises from 
which we should reason on the whole 
subject of education—physical, intel- 
lectual, and moral. The world is so 
constituted, that its fortunes or misfor- 
tunes may be materially, if not essen- 
tially, changed for the better or for the 
worse, by the educati one individ- 
ual actor in the dram one genera- 


tion. This actor, this agent of good or 


evil to contemporaries and to posterity, 
on some scale, large or small, often has 
been and may hereafter be the creature 
of @ propitious or an unpropitious edu- 
cation. Histories and biographies of 
all sorts—literary, moral, philosoph- 
ical, political and religious, abound 


or spread of these noxious ele-’ 


‘with examplés and illustrations of the 
influence, direct and indirect, of the in- 
calculable or evil commenced, 
conducted, and consummated, by indi- 
viduals, clubs, associations, councils, 
and conventions, in each, or in all of 
which, one, two, or three master-spirits 
prompting, inspiring, guiding and con- 
trolling the decisions, 
matured, and consummated crises of 
good and evil, in church and state, in 
public and private life—in sciences and 
in arts, useful and ornamental, the ten- 
dencies and bearings of which have 
continued for generations past, and will 
continue for generations to come. 
Testament and New Testament history, 
Chaldean, Persian, Medo-Persian, Gre- 
cian, Roman, German, French, English 
and American histories and bio 
phies, furnish materials for a hun 
volumes in proof of the position, that 
sometimes one, two, or three distin- 
guished orators, have stamped their 
image, not merely on the coin of their 
respective countries, but on the masses 
that have handled it, and transmitted 
it, with their manners and customs, 
during hundreds, if not thousands of 
years. The Bible alone, which is, or 
ought to be, in every man’s hands at 
least once or twice a day, furnishes, in 
its biographies and narratives, enough, 
and more than cnough, to convince 
any reasonable man, that education, 
= or bad, has been the most imme- 
late, and continuous, and potent agen- 
cy, in the fortunes and misfortunes of 
mankind, from Adam and Noah down 
to the present hour. 
From this meagre outline of the all- 
eating and all-potent agency of 
education in the affairs and destinies of 
the tribes, and nations, and empires of 
earth, we are authorized to conclude, 


that it is the paramount duty, privilege, 


and honor of every family, tribe, state 
and empire on earth, to take it under 
its most special care, direction, super- 
vision, and patrimony. 


The richest mine in any community, 
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is its mind. There is found the wealth | 
of nations, the honor, the dignity, and 
the aggrandizement of every commun- 
ity on the verdant earth. It is a Divine 
decree, which should be as familiar as 
household words, and oft repeated, that 
educated mind must govern, and does 
govern the world, and the universe, of 
which it is a constituent part. 

Our lawgivers, our law interpreters, 
our judges, our executives, should know 


fact the whole earth, with all its riches, 
real and personal, was designed by its 
Creator to be one grand constellation 
of schools, of every rank and order for 
training, developing, and perfecting 
humanity, not merely to eat, drink, 
frolic, dance and die, but to live, reign, 
triumph in immortal youth, to bloom 
and fructify* forever in the eternal par- 
adise of God. | 

From this meagre and miniature 


this, feel it, realize it, and patronize } lance at this lofty and profound theme, 


national education, to the utmost ex- 
tent of constitutional limits. Why, in 
Reason’s ear, not work this mine with 
more intensity of interest, with more 
careful and paternal solicitude, with 
more liberality of support, with more 
generosity of endowment, than anv 
other mine of national wealth—than 
any other fountain of national dignity 
and prosperity! All lawgivers and 
rulers are penny wise and pound fool- 
ish, whose national coffers are replete 
with gold, and a majority of their pop- 
ulation replete with ignorance, and 
more or less polluted with crime. 

To keep within the precincts of one 
letter of our English alphabet, we ask: 
How many more Franklins, Fultons, 
Fausts, Farels, Fauquiers, Fayettes, 
Fenclons, Fergusons, Fields, Fieldings, 
Findleys, Flavels, Fleetwoods, Fle:m- 
ings, Fletchers, Forbeses, Fosters, 
Forces, Francises, Frederics, and Ful- 
lers, ea we, and mother England, 
have had, provided only, as a people, 
we had sooner learned that educated 
mind is the true riches, the true honor, 
and the real estate of any and every 
people. 

But our time and our premises are 
too much restricted to go into the de- 
velopment of this transcendent theme. 
But we need not go far abroad in search 
of argument, illustration, or proof of 
the transcendent and incomparable 
value, benefit, and importance of edu- 
cation, in its full-orbed development, 
in all its bearings upon the destiny of 


an important and practically interest- 
ing question arises In every inquisitive 
and earnest mind—How is this educa- 


tion—this moral department, more es- 


ially, to be prosecuted, and, in some 
deares, perfected? To answer such a 
question, might gs Ae details of a 
handsome volume. We can only say 
at present, that the great text-book of 
humanity, especially in its moral, spir- 
itual, and everlasting relations and en- 
joyments, is emphatically the Bible; 
not on the shelf, nor on the fa 
stand, but daily in the hands, under 
the eyes, and upon the conscience 
the heart of every pupil capable of read- 
ing it. I do not mean in the nursery, 
the infant school, the seminary, 1 
academy, the college, the university. 
But in whatever you may please to 
the school, the Bible must be daily, sol- 
emnly read, and the attention of the 
upils or #tudents concentrated upon 
it, with corresponding literary and ex- 
egetical developments, in harmony with 
the capacity and attainments of the pu 
pil, whether child or stripling, in 
manhood or womanhood. e have 
wrought out this problem to our entire 
satisfaction d the last fifteen years, 
in college lifé; and we previous 
wrought it ouf for seven years in - 
emic life, and have proof, strong as 
Holy Writ, of its practicability, power, 
and efficacy. 
No other than historic documents, 


man now, henceforth, and forever. In 


* Such is one of the of this word,— 
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of which we have five books in the 
Christian Scriptures, and five primary 
books in the Jewish Scriptures. These 
are, in their simple facts and docu- 
ments, an all-sufficient library for this 
department of education. We have two 
other Bibles, for two other collateral 
studies, which constitute and consum- 
mate our studies of religion and moral- 
ity—these are the volumes of the earth 
and the heavens. Thc former, the text- 
book of geology; the latter, the text- 
book of astronomy. These three in- 
fallible volumes severally studied, ana- 
lytically and synthetically, furnish am- 
pie data for any and every student in 

great family of man, who desires 
to comprehend himself in his origin, 
relations, and destiny; in this magnifi- 
cent universe. 

Bat in the details of moral culture, 
it should be noted with much empha- 
sis, that of those pupils that enter 
schools of all orders, there is a fearful 
majority of cases beyond the period of 
successful moral culture. Neglected at 
home, they enter schools from which 
they very seldom can receive that cul- 
ture most essential to the ecclaircisse- 
ment of their spiritual and moral con- 
stitution. If this be neglected in the 
nursery and infant school, as it is ina 
majority, a fearful majority of cases, 
there is not that full assurance of hope 
which we so fondly desire to entertain, 
that it can be done in the most prim- 
ary school beyond the nursery. There 
is a seed-time in humanity, as well as 
in the seasons of the year, which if 
pons is rarely, if ever, to be recalled, 

t by the special grace of God. Panul’s 
compliments to Ti y, touching 
his grandmother Lois, @&id his mother 
Eunice, are like apples of gold in pic- 
tures of silver, and: ought to be com- 
mitted to memory by every maternal 
lady in Christendom. 

ut when may moral culture most 
hopefully commence? is a grave ques- 


#2 Tim, i, 5, iii. 15. 


| 


tion. Shall we say in grandmother 
Lois, or in mother Eunice? Before 
birth, or after it? This is to me, and 
to you, ladies and gentlemen—Chris- 
tian ladies and Christian gentlemen— 
@ very grave, serious, and transcen- 
dently interesting question. But a 
word to the wise is sufficient on any 
thing. It must commence with the 
commencement of our being, and be 
continued till our full physical and 
moral development. So com said our 
Solomons and our Apostle Pauls, with 
all the good and great, the learned and 
wise men of the last three thousand 
years. As the twig is bent, the tree’s 
inclined. But it is not merely to com- 
mence with our being, but to be con- 
tinued, in the female sex, to the age of 
eighteen; and in the otber sex, more 
slow to learn, till three times seven, or 
one and twenty years. 

My old friend, Robert Owen, of Lan- 
ark, Scotland, once well known in this 
city, took the position, and stoutly 
maintained it, that man, in his prime, 
was but the creature of mere circum- 
stances. But since the era of new spir- 
itual communications, he has learned 
better, and abandoned the position, and 


now imagines that there is more in 


man than flesh, blood and bones; and 
that there are at least infernal spirits, 
and that the presumption may now be 
entertained, that there are also super- 
nal spheres, with supernal tenantry, all 
of which were to him, in by gone days, 
less than problematical. 

But God’s own Book of books, is a 
book of facts, and not at all a book of 
theories. Facts are for children and 
the great masses of humanity ; but pAi- 
losophies, speculations, and doctrines, 
abstruse and metaphysical, are for phi- 
losophers and dogmatists, and not for 
the great masses of humanity. Moses 
begins with facts and palpable docu- 
ments, and ends with them; so do all 
inspired writers. They give us every 
thing in the concrete,and nothing in the 


abstract. Hence tbe drama of creation, 
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of providence, of moral government, 
eat i of redemption, are the proper ma- 
terials of history and prophecy, which 
include the contents of bo 
ments, with some epistolary and di- 
dactic communications. 

_ This is the material and the manner 
of all the inspired documents; and it 
should be the material and the manner 
of a useful and practical education. 
We discover no good and relevant 
reason why there should be any differ- 
ence. God is revealed to man by what 
he has done, and what he has said; 


just as man is revealed to man by what. 


e has done, and what he has said. 
Moral culture, we need not repeat, is 
the great end of all human education. 
This is the polar star of our whole the- 
ory. Much experience, and more ob- 
servation, has most satisfactorily con- 
vinced us that this can never be 
achieved without the instrumentality 
of God’s own Book of Life to man. 
Scholastic ethies are jejune provisions 
for an immortal mind. G ’8 own 
Book is the only book of life to man. 
His Oracles are Living Oracles, and 
they are also life-giving Oracles. The 
Word of God is a living and a life- 

wing word. It imparts the light of 

ife to a benighted world. It is a mon- 
umental fact, to be read, and studied, 
and admired by every reflecting and 
cultivated mind, that God created the 
universe by his word. In the only in- 
fallible and satisfactory account of the 
origin of the material universe, we are 
informed that twice seven fiats gave to 
it birth and being and location. This 
antedates all the existing and all the 
antecedent philosophies of man by thou- 
sands of years. 

The Book of God is the only book 
of life, the only charter of immortalit 
to man. A school, an academy, a col- 
lege, without the Bible in it, is like a 
universe without a centre and without 
asun. We do not mean a Bible on 
the shelf—a Bible on the stand, but the 
Bible in the hand, the Bible in the 


Testa- | 


head, and the Bible in the heart and in 
the soul and in the life of man. ‘Tis 
in its hallowed teachings and in its 
spiritual breathings upon our spirits 
that they are stimulated, energized into 
all the activities of a moral, a spiritual 
and an eternal life, that not only meets 
but satisfies the perpetual cravings of 
our nature, the longings of our souls 
for the infinite, the eternal, the unfad- 
ing joys of a blissful immortality. 

We demand no politico-ecclesiastical 
creed, rubric, or platform, no red book 
dictated and commanded or recom- 
mended by the civil sword, or an in- 
tolerant priesthood. We want the Holy 
Bible of Protestant christendom to be 
consecrated in the heads, the hearts, 
the consciences and in the lives of our 
sons and daughters. We, therefore, 
plead with God, and we plead with 
man, and especially with the curators, 
the superintendents, the presidents, the 
professors, the teachers of all semin- 
aries of learning, to permit their pu- 
pils, if not to cause them, duly to listen 
to God teachi 
them, and directing them in the pa 
of life, and honor, and blessedness eter- 
nal. If, with Blackstone, we say, ‘‘the 
trial by jury is the Palladium of our 
civil rights,” the Bible in any school 


in America is the Palladium of all our. 


rights, titles, and honors, temporal, 
spiritual, and eternal. 

If, with the Honorable Soame Jenyns 
of England, we place not patriotism 


our Lord did not, being only social self- 
ishness, we will not withhold that Book 
of books from any pupil of any school, 
in any sectiogjof humanity, which 
places philanifropy before our eyes in 
its most attractive forms, and which, 
indeed, enthrones it in the heart of ev- 
ery well educated youth, as the queen 
of all social virtues. If our humanity 
be limited, or circumseribed by polit- 
ical and social leagues and corpora- 
tions, let us infuse into every youthfal 


heart that spirit of universal benevo- 


among the christian virtues, because © 
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lence by the teachings of that Divine 


‘Spirit which makes it our duty, our in- 


terest, our honor, and our happiness, 


‘to embrace in the bosom of christian 


benevolence the frozen Icelander and 
the sun-burned Moor. In doing which, 
we practically imitate the Father of all 
mercies, and the God of all grace who 
causes his sun to rise upon the g 

and the evil, and who bestows the early 
and the latter rain on the just and on 
the unjust. 

To the professional teachers of the 
youth of our country we would express 
an Opinion which we have long cher- 
ished, and which we esteem it both a 
duty and a privilege on such occasions 
as the present, to express. Gentlemen, 
from many years’ experience and ob- 
servation —at least one quarter of a 
century of my life a professional teach- 
er—and familiar with many of the most 
reputable teachers in the old world and 
in the new, for at least half a century, 
I have come to the conclusion, that no 
class of men, in any department of so- 
ciety, have more of the or evil 
destiny of the world in their hands and 
under their influence than the teachers 
of our schools and colleges. In form- 
ing this opinion, I have taken into my 
premises that every where appreciated 
and highly respected and respectable 
class of men that occupy the pulpit— 
sometimes called the sacred desk,—on 
at least one day in every week. They 
have very promiscuous, and sometimes 
very unstable hearers, and they give 
them but one lesson, or at most two, 
in one week, and these are not pro- 
tracted generally beyond the limits of 


@single hour, while%most of you oc- 


cupy the attention of your pupils more 
time in one month they do in a 
whole year. In point of time and la- 
bor, one academic teacher is equal in 
this area to some ten or twelve religious 
instructors. Besides, you teach with a 
book in your hand, and the same book 
is in the hand of every pupil in your 
class. He takes’a verse, and you take 


| 


a page or a plurality of pages in a sin- 
gle lesson. You have this advantage, 
your classes are children, or young men 
with memories, not deeply in- 
scribed with the cares and troubles of 
life. Of course, then, you have a 
power paramount in shaping the desti- 
nies of mankind, greatly superior to 
that of the priesthood and clergy of this 
age. You read the Holy Scriptures, 
too, in the vernacular, and sometimes 
in the original ; hence, in truth, I must 
regard you as quite as influential upon 
the destinies of the world as are the 
clergy of the living age. 
A word to the wise is enough. Cher- 
ish, then, a high estimate of your high 
calling, and estimate your responsibil- 
ities in the light of eternity, and ac- 
cordingly act as high and most respons- 
ible functionaries, in planting in the 
heart, in the seed time of life, the seeds 
of those high and holy principles which 
enlarge the understanding, which pu- 
rify the heart, and which adorn with 
high and holy virtues the life of man. 
A. C. 


Wayside Sketches.—No. 2. 
From Indianapolis we went via Plain- 
field and Belleville to Danville, the 
county seat of Hendricks Co. At the 
first point we spent one night and 
preached one discourse to quite a good 
audience, gathered together without 
any previous notice. At Belleville we 
spoke on Friday night and Lord’s day 
morning, listening on Saturday to two 
discourses from Elder James Blanken- 
ship, formerly one of the most efficient 
preachers of the regular Baptist church. 
Bro. Blankenship was first led to ex- 
amine the points of difference between 
the baptists and us, by the circum- 
stance of a very intelligent gentleman, 
who, upon the confession of his faith in 


the Lord Jesus, demanded baptism at 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Cnristian Magazine. 205 


his hands. Since he espoused primi- 
tive christianity, most of his former 
friends have forsaken him, and he has 
been shut out of meeting houses, that 
would never been built but for his in- 
defatigable zeal in a cause which he 
then believed to be scriptural. © 

On Lord’s day evening we preached 
at Danville to a small congregation, 
owing to the circumstance of having 
no appointment until an hour or two 
before meeting, and the fact that a lady 
was announced to speak at the same 
hour in another part of the village. 
Danville is a very pleasant little town, 
in size about an average of Indiana 
county seats, but owing to its location 
being several miles from railroad com- 
munication, its future growth must be 
comparatively slow. At all the afore- 
said points we received the very kind- 
est treatment from the brethren, and a 
liberal subscription to the Magazine. 

Our next appointment was to Green- 
eastle, the county seat of Putnam Co. 
We, however, stopped at New Win- 
chester, where we found that veteran 
soldier of the cross, Elder John O’Cane, 
engaged in a several days’ mecting. 
We had the pleasure of hearing him 
deliver one excellent discourse. The 
following night we addressed the same 
audience. The congregation there is 
not large, but they have a number of 
good brethren, and are anxious to pro- 
cure the services of an efficient preach- 
er. Experience is teaching our breth- 
ren the impracticability of keeping con- 
gregations in @ prosperous condition 
without the constant attention of some 
one who is “apt to teach” and who is 
enabled to give himself ‘“‘wholly to the 
work of fhe ministry.”’ In order, how- 


ever, that the anticipated benefits of 


such a@ minister may be realized, he 
must appreciate the responsibility of 
his station, and remember that sermon- 
ising is not his exclusive business, but 


on the contrary he is to “‘take the over- 


sight of the flock,” teaching not only 
publicly, but from house to house. __ 

Greencastle is the ‘Jerusalem’ of 
Methodism, as far at least as Indiana 
is concerned. In it is located “Asbury 
University,” for many years one of the 
most flourishing colleges in the great 
West. Recently, however, it has met 
with a very serious ‘‘back-set” in the 
shape of a withdrawal from its classic 
abode of more than one hundred of its 
best students, on account of what they 
considered an infringment of their rights 
both as students and as American citi- 
zens. We presume a few more college 
explosions will convince the world, if 
not their ‘‘Faculties,” that the day has 
gone by when with impunity the rights 
and liberties even of students can be 
tampered with. 

The population of Greencastle is 
about three thousand, and situated as 
it is, at the crossing of the Cincinnati 
and St. Louis, and the New Albany 
and Michigan Railroad, must become 
a place of considerable importance. 
Our brethren have an excellent meet- 
inghouse in a favorable location. In- 
deed, we consider it a ‘‘model” house, 
It is neat but plain, and just the right 
proportions to facilitate ease in speak- 
ing and hearing. For the benefit of 
those congregations who have their 
meeting houses yet to build, we will 
add, that it has been shown upon math- 
ematical principles, that the relative 


dimensions should be the width two- 
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- one-half of the width. A good, prudent, 


' Green castle, and we doubt whether 


eonsciencious or zealous christians. 
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thirds of the length, and the height 


practical minister is greatly needed in 


the cause will ever be permanently ad- 
vanced there without one. 

At Carpentersville, a little village, 
a few miles north on the railroad, there 
is a small company of brethren desti- 
tute of a house of worship, and not, 
we believe, fully organized. They are 
supplied with preaching a portion of 
the time, and if freed from a strong 
pro-slavery interest, which exists in 
their midst, might exert a salutary in- 
fluence in that community. It cannot 
be expected, that either those who sell 
their slaves in order to purchase prop- 
erty in the north, or those who leave 
them behind that they may reap the 
reward of their hire, will make very 


narrow slabs, elevated by timbers 
placed under them at right angles, and 
without any thing to support their 
backs during the weary hours they 
were assembled together. Not a mem- 
ber of the congregation, we presume, 
would have rested satisfied a tithe of 
that time, without procuring for them- 
selves and families in their own homes 
the most improved style of chairs, to 
say nothing of sofas and sociables. We 
visited several of them, and in every 
instance found the arrangements for 
convenience and comfort greatly in ad- 
vance of those at the Lord’s house. 
We are opposed to any extravagant ex- 
penditures even upon church edifices ; 
but in as wealthy a community as that 
of the Haw Creek brethren, any thing 
short of the most comfortable fixtures 
is certainly inexcusable. During our 
stay we delivered two discourses and 


While at this point, we met Elder Oli-} listened to one from Bro. Badger. 


ver Willson of Ladoga, who had come 
thither for the double purpose of unit- 
ing in the band of matrimony two young 
members of the congregation, who had 
concluded to share together the joys 
and sorrows of life’s checkered path- 
way,—and to fill an appointment to 


Two miles farther north on the same 
railroad is the pretty little village of 
Ladoga situated in one of the most fer- 
tile districts of country we have ever 
seen in the State. Our brethren have 
avery good new mecting house, well 
furnished, warmed, and lighted, and 


preach the Gospel. The first he at-|judging from our Sunday night audi- 


tended to in person, the second we per- 
formed in his stead. 

Our next station was at the Haw 
Creek church. We arrived there on 
Saturday, and had the pleasure of form- 
ing an acquaintance with Elder Oliver 
Badger, who had an appointment there | 
at that time. 
years ago built the shell of a large} 


ence, we should suppose a good con- 


gregation. We found the brethren 
neither lacking in hospitality, nor lib- 
erality. One of them having the kind- 
ness to furnish us with a horse, we 
spent four days visiting the brethren 
of some three congregations contiguous 


The brethren several}to Ladoga. We found the most of them 


on their farms enjoying that compe- 


meeting house, and ever since have}tence which honest industry is almost — 
been “‘doing penance,” as often at least} sure to procure, when directed toward 


as they had preaching, by setting on| 


agricultural pursuits. ‘They made a 
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very favorable response to our present- 
ation of the Magazine’s claims, besides 
a universal tender of their hospitalities. 
The Indian Creek Congregation have 
built an excellent house. . The Hebron 
congregation have a beautiful place to 
build one, and an abundance of means 
with which to do it. What is called 
‘Christian Chapel” is a rude log build- 
ing, which ere this should have given 
place to a more sightly and modern 
structure. A female seminary, under 
the direction of the missionary baptists, 
but supported chiefly by our brethren, 
is in successful operation, and we 
learned that the brethren were taking 
the necessary steps preparatory to the 
erection of a suitable building for a 
male seminary at an early day. We 
rejoice to find our brotherhood so uni- 
versally imbued with a sense of the im- 
portance of education. According to 
their numbers, they surpass in their 
efforts to build up good schools any 
other class of citizens with which we 
are acquainted. They at this time fur- 
nish mueh more than their quota of the 
teachers both male and female. J. Bs. 


Chagrin Falls, Oct. 21, 1856. 
Bro. Boaes:—Dear Sir: Below 
you will find an Exortation or Decla- 
ration of the Church at this place, 
our Brethren on the subject of Slavery, 
which was adopted last Lord’s Day, as 
the sentiment of the Church, with a 


request that you publish it, if you 
please. ours, as ever 
S. K. 
CIRCULAR 


The Church of Disciples at 
p Chagrin 


To all our Dear Brethren, Greeting: 
The responsibilities of the Christian 


tojand battle 


Church at all times are truly great, but 
are peculiarly so at the time and place 
in which we live. Ours is a day of 
great conflicts; of truth against error, 
right against wrong, of pure religion 
and universal liberty against a formal, 
heartless religion, and dark despotism. 
Yes, dearly beloved, a war has com- 
menced in our country, which is to 
determine the condition not only of the 
three and a half millions bound in sla- 
very’s chains, but with them the fnture 
of our entire country, politically, 
morally, and religiously. Shall the 
gospel of our glorious Redeemer be 
preached to every creature, or shall 
millions of our fellow citizens be for- 


bidden to learn of the God that made 


them, of the Savior who died to redeem 
them, and of the glorious future to 
which they may attain. This issue is 
fully presented to the American people, 
and all are called upon to choose the 
position they will occupy in this con- 
test. At this hour our western borders 
are drenched in blood ; men, women, 
and children, are driven from their 
homes, their houses sacked and burned. 
Scores of our fellow citizens are im- 
prisoned, and many are even murdered 
in cold blood for no crime, than en- 
deavoring to maintain those God-given 
rights, bequeathed us by our fathers, 
liberty of conscience, of speech, and of 
the press. Does it not become the 
Christian Church to arise in the majesty 
of her strength, armed with the panopl 

of righteousness and truth, to go forth 
inst this monster evil, 
this *“‘sum of all villanies,’? American 
slavery ; especially does it become us, 
who claim to be Disciples of Christ, 
taking the Bible, and that alone as our 


rule of faith and practice, urging obe- #.:~ 
command, to stand ©. 


dience to its every 
up boldly, and labor to save our coun 
from despotism, and our Bible from 
being prostituted to the support of this 
“maximum of all evils.” 


We, therefore, as a Con tion of 


‘Disciples of Christ, declare most une- 


| | 
ty ty > 
| 
| 
| 


~ 


~ good will among men.”’ In many res- 


abroad, and our very 


of the world. 


Justice, and has no attributes that can 
take sides with the oppressor in this 
conflict that the religion we recommend 
breathes peace on carth and good will 
preac to the poor, to 

the broken hearted, to na deliver- 
anee to the captive, and restoring sight 
to the blind, to set at liberty the op- 
pressed, to preach the acceptable year 
of the Lord, to break every yoke, and 
let the oppressed go free. We can have 
no fellowship for the man who can en- 
slave his fellow, for it is a practical 
denial of the central truths of our holy 
religion, @ most atrocious libel upon 
justice and humanity, and is opposed 
to every enterprise, tending to brin 
about the reign of * on earth, an 


pects our own rights, under the laws 
of our country, are not a shade higher, 
than those of the veriest slave of 
the South, our relations at home and 
acts of charity, 
are regulated at the bidding of the 
slave power, and we must remain the 
victims of this atrocious institution, 
or arise and in our own liberties 


and those of our brethren in bonds. 


We most earnestly call upon all our 
dear brethren in behalf of the down- 
trodden slave, in behalf of our own 
imperilled liberties, in behalf of the. 
cause of civil and religious liberty, to 

ird on the armor, and engage in the 
warfare with a zeal commensurate with 
the importance of the work before us. 
And may the God of mercy direct us, 
that we may discharge every duty, 
that we may at last hear the welcome 
voice of our Savior, ‘‘Come, yé blessed 
of my Father, inherit the kingdom 
ared for you from the foundation 


jof any cause 
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_ quivocally, that we have no fellowship 
With these unfruitful works of darkness, ‘Tobacco. 
that the God we serve, is a God of], We copy the following on Tobacco from the 


Proceedings of the Pennsylvania Year ing of 
Progressive Friends for 1856. sie 
We record our earnest testimon 


against the use of tobacco, on the fol- 
lowing grounds, viz. : 


1st. It is unnatural, unnecessary, and 
useless. The appetite therefor is wholly 
artificial. 

| 9d. It is offensive to a refined taste. 
This is evident from the fact, that men 
of cultivation instinctively shrink from 
even the suggestion that their mothers, 
wives and daughters may become slaves 
to the use of this noxious plant. 


3d. It is expensive—a waste of 
money. What ashame that men should 
pay more for this poisonous, filth 
weed, than for the support of schoo 
and colleges! Few countries, in pro- 
portion to their population, consume so 
much of it as the United Stafes. 


4th. We have the authority of emi- 
nent physicians for declaring that it is 
exceedingly injurious in its effects upon 
the human system—that it tends to 
roduce various diseases and to shorten 


jlife. One physician, Dr. L. B. Coles, 


late of Boston, who investigated the 
subject thoroughly in the light of phys- 
iology, expressed the opinion, that more 
lives were destroyed by tobacco than 
by intoxicating liquors. This may or 
may not be true; but it is a strong evi- 
dence of the pernicious influence of the 
article, that a responsible individual, 
who has devoted so much attention to 
this subject, has arrived at such a con- 
clusion. 


5th. Like every other poisonous sti- 
mulant, it tends to blunt the intellect- 
ual faculties, and the moral feelings. 
Other things being equal, who would 
not have more hope of enlisting the in- 
fluence of an comme of men in favor 
if they were in no 


Chagrin Falle, Oct.19,1856. 


way addicted to the use of tobacco? 
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Bible Vindicated.—_No. 8. 


Bro. Boaes: We shall now exam- 
ine Paul to Timothy, ist Epistle 6th 
Chap. to the 11th ver. inclusive. 

‘* Let as many servants as are under 
the yoke count their own masters 
worthy of all honor, that the name of 
God and his doctrine be not blasphem- 
ed. And they that have believing mas- 
ters, let them not despise them because 
they are brethren; but rather do them 
service, because they are faithful and 
beloved partakers of the benefit. 

‘These things teach and exhort. 

“If any man teach otherwise, and 
consent not to wholesome words, even 
the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
to the doctrine which is according to 

liness, he is proud knowing nothing, 

ut doting about questions and strifes 

of words, whereof cometh envy, strife, 
railings, evil surmisings. 

‘‘Perverse disputings of men of corrupt 

minds, and destitute of truth, suppos- 


ing that gain is godliness ; from such’ 


withdraw thyself. 
‘But godliness with contentment is 
t gain. 

“For we brought nothing into this 
world, and it is certain we can carry 
nothin t. 

food and raiment, let 
us be therewith content. 

‘‘But they that will be rich fall into 
temptation and a snare, and into many 
foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown 
men in destruction and perdition. 

‘For the love of money is the root of 
all evil; which while some coveted, 
after they have erred from the faith and 
pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows.” 

This is one unbroken connection, 
therefore this extract entire has some 
bearing upon slavery. The 11th verse 

the subject: ‘But thou, O 


man of God, flee these things.”’ 

From this passage it is quite evident, 
that there was a controversy pending 
upon the subject of slavery in the 

14 


| 


church at Ephesus, and Paul was giv- 
ing direction to Timothy as to the true 
issue, and the standard to which the 
question in debate should be submitted; 
that this question, then agitating the 
church, should be brought to the same 
umptre to which all questions that had, 
or might unsettle the peace of the 
church. Where there is no authority, 
there can be neither reference, nor de- 


cision. In all organizations there must 


be some standard authority, to which 
differing parties may appeal as the end 
of “strife.” 

In our civil relations, we refer our 
differences to the wholesome words of 
the statute book, and the ‘‘doctrine’’ 
which is according to Blackstone. Some 
refer their religious strifes to the whole- 
some words of John Calvin and the 
‘tdoctrine’’? which is according to the 
Confession of Faith. Others to the 


| wholesome words of John Wesley and 


the doctrine of the Discipline. hen 
the standard duthorities have given 
their verdict, the controversy is settled. 

In the Epistles of the Apostles we 
find frequent references to that which 
was authority in the primitive church. 
‘‘Now, I beseech you, brethren, mark 
them which cause divisions and of- 
fences, contrary -to the doctrine which 

e have learned, and avoid them.” 

m.16,17. ‘‘As I bcsought thee to 
abide still at Ephesus, when I went into 
Macedonia, that thou mightest charge 
some that they teach no other doctrine.” 
Ist Tim. 1, 3. 

‘‘Teach no other doctrine,” is, how- 
ever, quite indefinite. But the allusion 
must have been understood. So intel- 
ligible was this form of speech : ‘‘other 
doctrine,’ doctrine which ye have not 
learned,”’ that a reference was all snffi- 
cient. 


teaching another “doctrine,” a ‘‘doc- 
trine”? which the church had not 
‘“learned’’ from Jesus Christ:and his 
apostles. 


Therefore, ‘if any man teach other- 


he 
. 


On the subject of Slavery some were | 
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‘wise and consent not to wholesome} 


words, even the words of our Lord Je- 
sus Ohrist, and the which 
according to iness, he is prou 
knowing wai > &. We do not 
here affirm on which side of the ques- 
tion these ‘‘proud’’ know nothings were, 
whether pro or anti, but only affirm 
that the ‘* wholesome words of Christ 
and the doctrine which is according to 
godliness,” was the theological stand- 
ard by which all questions of order, 
morality, and piety were determined. 
This is the only authoritative standard 
in Christianity. All others are human, 
and therefore not decisive on any ques- 
tion of gospel truth and christian duty. 
The wholesome words of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ must have been words ut- 
tered by himself. His words were 
again brought to the recollection of the 
Apostles by the Holy Spirit, according 
to promise. This had to be, that the 
Apostles might. fulfil their great com- 
mission. ‘ power in heaven and 
in earth is given unto ye, 
therefore, teach all nations, baptizing 
them,” &c., “‘teaching them (the bap- 
tized) to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you.” The baptized 
‘‘continued s tly in' the apostles’ 
doctrine,” &c., Acts 2. The apostles’ 
doctrine was the all things Jesus Christ 
had commanded them to observe, and 
they enjoined the observance of these 
things upon their converts. The whole- 
some words (teaching) of our Lord Je- 
sus Christ was the doctrine of godli- 
ness, and the apostles’ doctrine (teach- 
ing) was according to this. These 
things premised, it is in order to en- 
uire in the next placc, upon whom 
id Paul animadvert, ‘when he said to 
Timothy: “If any man consent not to 
wholesome words,”’ &c., ‘‘He is proud 
knowing nothing, but doting about 
uestions and strifes words,” 
his brings the question to a plain issue. 
Slaveholders and their friends (apol- 
ogists) say with great assurance, this 
was a rebuke to abolitionists. 


There were then abolitionists in the 
church in those days. Apbolitionism 
claims an honorable antiquity! That 
it was a rebuke to anti-slavery. ‘‘teach- 
ers,’”’ or to pro-slavery ‘‘teachers,” is a 
clear case. But to which, is a question 
yet to be settled. The pro-slavery ap- 
plication is an assumption, a reckless 
assumption. For this charge we hold 
ourselves responsible. If we do not 
make it good, let us be corrected, and 
we will take this back with pleasure. 
Then, to the work: “If any man teach 
otherwise, and consent not to whole- 
some words, even the words of our Lord 
Jesus Christ and the doctrine which is 
according to godliness, He is proud, 
knowing nothing.”’ 

Has any pro-slavery D. D. or scribe 
shown, that Roman slavery was ‘“‘ac- 
cording to the wholesome words of our 
Lord Jesus Christ, and the doctrine 
which is according to godliness?” 
Whatever defence they may have made 
of the slavery that then agitated the 
church, has not been upon this basis, 
namely, ‘‘the wholesome words of our 
Lord Jesus Christ,” &c. We call upon 
them now to prove: ist, That Roman 
slavery was in harmony with the 
‘‘wholesome words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ,” &c., and 2d, that Agmerican 
slavery is so like Roman slavery, that 
the ‘‘wholesome words’’ (teachings) of 
our Lord Jesus Christ will justify the 
latter as they did the former. 

We submit this to our brethren as 
an Overture, and as an end of strife. 
The logical as of the controversy 
require this. If the stern rebuke “‘he 
is proud,” &c., means me, / should and 
will “repent”, nay more, I will reform, 
and I think those of our brethren who 
are now teaching anti-slavery ‘“ doc- 
trine,’’ will confess their wrong, and 
cease from teavhing a ‘‘ doctrine” con- 

to the “‘wholesome” teachings of 
Jesus Christ, and the “‘doctrine which 
is according to godliness.”’ 

Are we not worthy of this effort on 


your part, or do you look upon us as 
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incorrigible? Your conservativeness 
will never convince us of our error, if 
in error we be; neither will your oc- 
casional sallies of ridicule and ill humor 
turn back the mighty current of anti- 
slavery sentiment. ‘‘Come, then, let 
us reason together.”’ 

Paul commanded Timothy to ‘‘with- 
draw” himself from such as would not 
‘‘consent to wholesome words, even the 
words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
the doctrine which is according to god- 
liness.”” Your work is before you. 
Proceed, then. But you must do bet- 
ter service, than simply to say, that 
Paul was here chastising abolitionists. 
We shall require of you, by a fair in- 
ductive argument, to show that slavery 
as it is—as if now is—-as it is among 
us,—is according to the ‘‘words”’ of Je- 
sus Christ, and the ‘apostles’ doc- 
trine.”” We have, by long and loud 
profession, adopted these ‘“‘words” and 
‘‘doctrine’”’ as our directory—our only 
directory on all questions of moral- 
ity and piety. Paul said to his son 
Timothy, let the controversy be brought 
to this test, and those who will not 
abide its decision, from such do you 
‘“‘withdraw yourself.” Timothy’s duty 
was plain. Our duty is equally so. 
The isthe same. The par- 
ties in Gebate are the same. The au- 
thority, by which the difference is to 
be adjusted, is the same. It only 


remains to be settled, whether the|p 


‘‘wholesome words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ’’, *‘and the doctrine which is ac- 
cording to godliness,” are on the side 
of slavery or on the side of freedom. 
Here the mind must make a decision. 
These ‘“‘words” and ‘‘doctrine” cannot 
be on both sides, nor yet neutral, else 
why refer the issue to them. | 

e will now with candor examine 
the subject. Verse 1st: ‘Let as many 
servants as are under the yoke count 
their own masters worthy of all honor, 
that the name of God and his doctrine 
be not blasphemed.”’ 


command to the christian servant is to 
‘thonor’’ his unbelieving master, is not 
based upon his duty to his master, be- 
cause he is his master; but that the serv- 
ant, by thus *‘ honoring ” his unbeliev- 
ing master, might cause him to honor 
the “‘name of God” and his ‘‘doctrine.” 
This every Christian is required to do: 
to treat others with respect, whether 
worthy of respect or not, that they may 


‘sopin them to Christ.” To this ander-- 
standing of the command to servants, 


“count your own masters worthy of all 


honor,” ‘‘the wholesome words of our: 
Lord Jesus Christ” will apply. ‘‘Thon. 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself,” 


will be quite apposite in this case. Did 
the corrected slave prize the salvation 


of the Gospel for himself, then would. 

he desire the same blessing for his mas-- 
ter. He would willingly “thonor” him, . 
that he might be instrumental in sav-. 
ing him. Again: “Let your light so. 
shine before men, may 
your good works, and glorify your Fa-. 
Again: ‘Love. 
your enemies, bless them that curse. 


ther who is in heaven.”’ 


you, do good to them that hate you,” 


&c., that, ye may be the children of your: 
Father who is in Heaven.” ‘For if” 
you love them who love you, what re- 


ward have you?”’ 


Our space forbids more extracts to: 


from the moral lessons taught 
by Jesus Christ. Every moral princi-. 
The 


into this view of the subject. 


d th 
This 


tolic teachings. 
ward them that are without.” 
is thank-worthy, if a man for con- 
science toward God endure 
fering wrongfully.”” ‘‘Honor all men.” 


masters, with a view to their spiritu 


and eternal good. But this is no more, 
than Christians in general are required. 


The er will observe, that the 


to do even towards their enemies. 


e or duty he taught naturally falls. 


grief, suf-- 


It is, then, according to the ‘‘4yords . 
of our Lord Jesus Christ and the doc: 
trine of godliness,’’ that believing serv: 
ants should honor their. 
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Now, let us look at the other side. 
The advocates of slavery assume that 
Paul required servants to ‘thonor” their 
masters, because they were their mas- 
ters. And they, the servants, were 
‘under the yoke” —the ‘*‘ yoke” the 
Beast of oppression. his is the 

veholder’s interpretation. But, be- 
fore this exegesis of the text can be al- 
lowed, we must erase the last member 
of the, sentence, — ‘that the name of 
God dnd his doctrine be not blas- 
phemed,”’ must be stricken out. Then 
the passage would read: ‘‘Let as many 
servants as are under the yoke count 
their own masters worthy of all honor.”’ 
Now, the passage looks quite slavish. 
Why did not the apostle add, after the 
word “honor”: ‘for this is right?” 


love? Is it perpetuated in love? Ev- 
ery candid slaveholder would say No, 
No, to these questions. Will the fol- 
lowing words of our Lord Jesus Christ 
be wholesome: ‘Therefore, all thin 

whatsoever ye would that men should 
do unto you, do you even so unto them; 
for this i# the law and the prophets.” 
The practical application to the case in 
hand would be for the master to treat 
his slave, precisely as he would wish 
to be treated, if himself were the slave. 
So I do, says the slaveholder. Grant 
it for the present. But, is there not a 
manifest fallacy here? This applica- 
tion of this ‘‘word’’ of our Lord does 
not reach far enough back. There was 
atime when the master was not the 
master, and when the slave was not the 


When he claims “honor” for parents, | slave. 


-he said to the children: ‘‘for this is 
reght.” 
On the slaveholder’s hypothesis one 
‘member of the sentence must be cut 
: off—the motive pet “that the name of 
‘God and his doctrine be not blas- 
phemed.”’ Here is trouble at the out-} 
-set. ‘* But, this is only the beginning 
-of sorrows.”’ Where will he find 
‘wholesome words of our Lord Jesus 
‘Christ, and the doctrine which is ac-| 
‘cording to godliness,’’ to help him 
safely through with the argument? 
““The doctrine which is according to 
liness’”’ must inculcate the practice 
-of love, mercy, justice, righteousness 
towards.all men; these, with all other 
godlike qualities. 
Will this ‘‘word’’ of our Lord help 
him: **Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself.” If slaves are bought and 
- sold, worked without compensation, de- 
prived of education, &c., because their 
masters love them, love them in any 
- other’ sense than a man love an ox, or 
.an ass, or any other brute; when he 
sells it for gold, or pays gold for it; 
‘then may this be to him a ‘“‘wholesome 
word.” Did ever one man enslave an- 
- other because he loved him as he loved 
_‘bimself? Did the system originate in 


To deal honestly with this ‘‘ whole- 
some word,” it must be applied to the 
time when the master laid his hand 
upon his slave, and said, You are my 
property; and not the subsequent con- 
dition of his slave, who was once a 
man, but now, by an act of his master, 
converted into a chattel, and then say, 
If I were a chattel this treatment would 
be good enough forme. But who made 
this man a chattel?—a thing? If I 
were as degraded as he, I shouldgeither 
expect nor deserve better ment 
than I give him. If I were a slave, 
said a master, I would not be deserv- 
ing of that res due to a free man. 
I would only look for what is due to 
those of my rank. Ah! master, who 
made me a slave? 

Every slave code, ancient and mod- 
ern, defines a slave to be a ‘‘thing,” 
not a man, but a ‘‘ thing,” to be dis- 
osed of as other “‘things.”’ Slave- 
olders conceive of their slaves in the 
light of the statute book of the State, 
not in the light of the statute book of 
heaven. According to their ideas of a 
slave, that golden rule of right—‘ all 
things whatsoever ye would that men 
should do unto you, do ye even so to 
them,” does not at all apply to the 
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rights of their slaves, as the implied 
obligations relate to men, not to things 
of merchandise. Therefore, they never 
apply it in any question of duty to their 
slaves. It may be safely questioned, 
whether, even a slaveholder tried the 
rectitude of his doings towards his 
slaves, by this heart-searching, uner- 
ring rule of right, and continued to be 
aslaveholder. ** Therefore, all things,” 
etc. ‘That these are some of the whole- 
some words of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
will be admitted by all. But they 
are not very wholesome to slaveholders, 
unless they can honestly say before God, 
that they ‘* would that men should ” en- 
slave them and their wives and their 
children, and hold them in slavery, 
and treat them accordingly. But who 
would believe such a declaration? No 
sane man. Therefore, none but a fool 
or a hypocrite would make such a state- 
ment. 

‘Fer the laborer is worthy of his 
hire,”—Luke 10. 7, is another whole- 
some worl of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
On which side is this? On the side of 
freedom, or on the side of slavery? 
Slavery looks quite demurely at this, 
and says, by way of reply, “the la- 
borer jg not worthy of any hire; 
thercf3m@ I give my laborers no ‘‘hire.”’ 

e now resign all that Jesus Christ 
said and commanded to the friends of 
slavery; and ask them kindly to bring 
forward one sentence from Matthew, 
Mark, Luke, or John, that would be 
favorable to the system. Nay, we chal- 
lenge them to the effort. They will do 
it if they can. The present turn of the 
controversy requires this at their hands. 
Mind—the question now to be settled, 
is, on which side of the controversy 
were Paul’s proud men, who would not 
‘“consent to the wholesome words of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.”” That the 
teachings of our Lord are in favor of 
freedom, is not a debateable question. 
Freedom is one of the “ things against 
which there is no law.” But are his 
“words” also in favor of bondage? 


This is the question. The answer be- 


to the affirmants. 
ut we must also examine the “‘doc- 
trine’’ which grew out of the great 
commission—the ‘doctrine which is 
them, (the baptized,) to observe all 
things whatsoever [ have commanded 
you.” We might assume, without fear- 
ing the charge of being too credulous, 
that this doctrine is on the side of 
freedom. Elder Franklin says “it is.” 
“Hundreds of good men yielding to 
that preference which the Bible gives to 
freedom over slavery, in the emancipa- 
tion of all the slaves that fell into their 
hands.” This is good testimony com- 
ing from the other side of the house. 
Paul says, those who will not ‘“con- 
sent’’ to these Bible “ preferences for 
freedom” over slavery, are “proud 
men of corrupt minds ”—as such th 
are, to be ** withdrawn from.”’ Wi 
the ** popular editor of the American 
Christian Review,” say Yea or Nay to 
this? We much desire his answer to 
this question. 
Well, ‘‘love worketh no ill to his 
neighbor.’ But ‘‘love’’ works some- 
thing to his “‘neighbor.” If not ill 
then good. Yes, good, so all the world 
would decide. This doctrine su 
a question: is it a good or an il/ to en- 
slave a man, or to hold in slavery those 
who were enslaved by others? The 
direction of this ‘‘doctrine” is too 
obvious to justify even a comment. If 
all the moral principles and precepts 
found in the epistles of the Apostles to 
the churches were collated, ‘Love 
worketh no ill to his neighbor—there- 
fore love is the fulfilling of the law,” 
would be but a descriptive caption to 
the entire list. 7 
‘For, if thou mayest be made free, 
use it rather.” This is moderate abol-. 
itionism. For if you may not be made 
free, make yourself free by emigration. 
This is radical abolitionism. The 
moderate and the radical agree in this, 


namely, that slaves should be liberated. . 
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man that has one-half—one-fourth— 


what will make him profitable to his 


cording to the “doctrine of godliness ?” 


word ‘of his salvation to all nations— 


- claim, “ of a truth I perceive that God 


‘ trine which is according to 
, must reco 


Our 


teaching. 


‘slavery by the American-people? Why 


world on this business, he opened the 


214 


OCHRBISTIAN MAGAZINE. 


They only differ as to the means. But 
Paul says, in the same connection, ‘‘be 
not ye the servants (slaves,) of men.”’ 
oe radical can be more radical than 

‘Of a truth I perceive that God is 
no respecter of persons.’”’ Why is only 
one race among the many doomed to 


do they make large contributions to 
educate the heathen in distant lands, 
and not only make no appropriations 
to educate some millions, who are home 
born—who plow their fields—who reap 
their harvests—who sweep their houses 
—wash their clothes—cook their din- 
ners—but have, by legislative enact- 
ments, made ita crime to be punished 
by law, to educate one of these native 
Americans? The answer is clearly 
this—they are respecters ‘‘of persons.” 
Hence this u ly partiality. The 


one-eighth—one-sixteenth, or less of 
the blood of these despised ‘‘ persons ”’ 
in him, must be doomed to ignorance 
—systematically deprived of all and 
every branch of education—save only 


owner, as an ox is broken to the yoke, 
or an ass tothe herness. Js this ac- 


When God set on foot a system of ed- 
ucation—when he sent his Son into the 


door to all; nay more, he sent the 


Ethiopia not excepted. It was this im- 
iality that made an Apostle ex- 


is no respecter of persons.” ‘The doc- 
iness,”’ 
ize this “truth” in all its 
Aeon: phases :—must recognize it as 

ping: agar: the equality of all na- 
tions in the mission of his Son, as de- 
the wholesome words of 

ord Jesus Christ, and more fully 
elaborated by the Apostle’s preaching 


To advocate slavery, is to advocate 


the doctrine of partialism in its widest 


extremes ; a doctrine as unlike God as 
Christ is unlike Belial ;—differing from 
‘‘the doctrine which is according to 
iness,”’ as the blackest of American 
‘black laws’’ differs from the “whole- 
some words of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
We shall next examine verse 2d :— 
‘And they that have believing mas- 
ters,” etc. J. Harrzett. 


(For the N. W. Ch. Magazine.) 
Conscience. 


In examining the subject, we think 
that three things may be and are ad- 
mitted by all. ist, That human na- 
ture is, and ever has been the same. 
2nd, That man possesses naturally a 
body and mind. 3d, That every im- 
pression made upon this mind belon 
to its education. These being admit- 
ted, we proceed to ask: ‘‘What is con- 
science? We presume that no one will 
deny the fact, that conscience, reason, 
judgment, &c., are faculties of the 
mind, and as such are located in the 
brain. The mind of man is that im- 
mortal and imperishable of his 
existence, which is capable of unlim- 
ited development and improvement. 
This mind void of education @}devel- 
opment, as in infancy, is a perfect 
blank, without faculty, without any 
thing save existence. And hence it is, 
that-even a thought cannot pass through 
the infant’s mind, until there has been 
an impression made upon its mind, 
through the channel of one or more of 
its five senses. If any one should 
doubt this fact, he may prove it false, 
if he can think of anything except what 
has come in contact with his senses, or 
in other words, if he will invent a new 
idea—a thing, by the way, which as 
Fe stands in the catalogue of impdssi- 

ilities. 

The mind, however, being suscepti- 
ble of improvement, these faculties a 
gin to be formed upon it, just as fast, 
and no faster, than those impressions 
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are made upon it. This fact being un- 
controvertably true, it follows, that 
whatever you teach a child, as right, 
that teaching is its conscience, and 
whatever you teach it, as wrong, that 
thing is wrong to it. Let us suppose 
for one moment, that this is not s0, 
and see what we have. We will sup- 
pose, for instance, that a child’s con- 
science, which is innate, tells it that it 
is right to become angry, lie, and swear 
whenever it chooses, but its parents 
have ever and always taught it that 
these things were — his, by 
the way, is a reasonable deduction 
from the premises of an innate con- 
science.) Did any body ever hear of 
such a thing? And if so, what kind 
of a conscience had the child? Does 
not every one see, that an innate con- 
science and our teachings might often 
be so widely different, as to be anti- 
podal to each other? We have now 
gone far enough to establish one prin- 
ciple, that is, that conscience without 
knowledge to precede it, is impossible, 
because the mind cannot act except 
upon a principle of knowledge. No 
man ever sets himself about anything 
but upon some view or other, which 
serves him for a reason for what he 


does ; and whatsoever faculties he em- 
ploys, he understanding, with such 
ight as it has, well or ifl informed, 


continually leads; and by that light, 
true or false, all his operative powers 
are directed. But again, if conscience 
be an innate principle, why did not our 
first parents have the knowledge of 
good and evil prior to their disobedi- 
ence? And why were they not con- 
scious of their nakedness until after 
they had violated the commandment 
of their Creator in partaking of that 
fruit, which immediately opened their 


eyes? As long as they remained in, 


the garden without partaking of that 
forbidden fruit, they had no knowledge 
of either or evil, and 
could. not be conscious of either; but 
so soon as they were persuaded that 


the knowledge of and evil might 
be gained by ing of this fruit, 
they reach forth their hands, and pluck- 


ing, did eat of it, which had the de- 


sired effect, in giving them the knowl- 
edge of good and evil, and thereby 
made them conscious of their gui/é. 
Let us illustrate the impossibility of the 
knowledge, or being conscious of good, 
without at the same time the knowl- 
= and consciousness of evil. Every 

rmative has its negative; therefore 
every affirmative pre-supposes a nega- 
tive. 

This fruit ed within it the 
knowledge of good and eval ; therefore, 
until they had eaten of it, they were 
without this knowledge, and being 
without this knowledge, it follows of 
necessity, that they were without con- 
science. But as a farther illustration of 
the inseparability of knowledge and 
conscience: Grant the possibility of a 
child being born and raised to the years 
of maturity, by a deaf and dumb mo- 


ther, in the midst of the ocean, where . 


it never had seen, or heard, or had an 

impression made upon its mind of land, 
and that child could know just as 
much about land, as our first parents 
knew about or evil, before eating 
of the forbidden fruit, and that is just 
nothing at all. That child could no 
more conceive of the idea of land, of 
trees, of mountains, of valleys, or prai- 
ries, than it could fly to the moon, or 
make a world. It could*see a vast 
ocean of water around it, the bark in 
which it resided, and the sun, moon, 
and stars above it, but without a name 
or word to express an idea, it would 
suppose everything contained within 
its own view. But again, let us take 
an illustration or two nearer home. 
There are two individuals residing in 
the same house, the one a Roman ca- 
tholic, and the other a protestant. 
Upon certain days the catholic thinks 
he would be committing an almost un- 
pardonable sin, if he should eat meat, 
while the protestant has no scruples at 
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‘be my ‘‘faculty,’’ and yet no one is so 


all in eating whatever he chooses, 
Now, what made this difference ? 
Undoubtedly it is their teaching. In 
gome countries, mothers, from their 
teaching, believe it to be right and their 
duty to drown, or in some other way 
to put to death their ofispring; and 
hence, with a clear and approving con- 
science, they perpetrate this barbarous 
deed; and yet, if conscience be that 
unerring guide to right, for which Mr. 
Fowler so loudly contends, and in fact 
all who contend that it is one of God’s 
nts, innate and unerring in man, 
then truly these women do nothing but 
what is right, in following the dictates 
of their consciences. Look again to 
Paul, who was so very conscientious, 
that he verily thought he was doing the 
will of God in persecuting and putting 
to death the saints; but when a voice 
from heaven arrested him in his mad 
eareer, and taught him that he was do- 
ing wrong, he became just as conscien- 
tious in condemning what his con- 
science hitherto had approved. 

We now come to meet one of the 
strongest features of an innate con- 
science. We are told, that if the prin- 
ciple of conscientiousness were not in- 
nate, then it would belong no more to 
the human race, than to any other spe- 
In other words, the 
fact that every individual has a con- 
science, is proof positive that it is in- 
nate. The great difficulty with these 
individuals is the want of discrimina- 
tion between the mind and the faculties 
of the mind. Now, if we can show 
that the faculties of the mind are no 

rt of the mind, then'we will un- 

oubtedly do away with an innate con- 
science. In the first place, we wish to 
notice the word ‘‘faculty.’’ This word 
as most of you are aware) is derived 

m the latin verb ‘‘facio”, the three 
first meanings of which are “‘to do, to 
make, to perform.’ Now, let us illus- 
trate: If I should do a piece of work, 
or make any thing, no matter what. 


the act of performing that work would 


foolish as to say that act was any part 
of myself; but again, we have, for in- 
Stance, a machine for the purpose of 
threshing wheat, which work we per- 
form by the agency of horses and men. 


Now, this labor of horses, and men, 


and machine, are three faculties em- 
ployed for the purpose of threshing the 
wheat ; certainly no one will say, that 
the labor of either men, horses, or ma- 
chine, are any part of either, and yet 
when we speak of the faculties of the 
mind, by which it performs its func- 
tions, they are called a part of the mind. 

We wish next to show from another 
angle, that reason, judgment, and con- 
science cannot be component parts of 
the werege The mind of man is that 
eternal, undying, and ike princi- 
ple, which though it 
is never to have an end; neither is it 
a subject of decay or can ever be im- 
paired. This can be clearly and un- 
controvertibly established from the Bi- 
ble. In fact, we think no one, who be- 
lieves in the immortality of the soul, 
would deny this. Yet, while this is 
true, we see that reason, judgment, and 
conscience can not only be affected and 
impaired, but actually dethroned and 
demolished. Conscience may " and 
is impaired, when it is s with 
a hot iron; but we often find lunatics, 
with no more reason, judgment, or 
conscience than the most ferocious lion 
that roams over the plains of Africa, 
conscious neither of where he is, or 
what he does. Now, this individual 
has just as strong a mind as ever, only 
its faculties are destroyed, its avenues 
and doors are closed, and consequently 
it cannot act. Lest this should be 
doubted by any one, let us take the 
case of a lunatic, whose faculties of 
mind are almost, but not altogether de- 
stroyed, and perhaps at stated periods 
these faculties may become so repaired, 
that the mind will act, pro tempore, 


just as it did prior to insanity, showing 


conclusively, and beyond a doubt, that 
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the same mind in all its strength re- 
mains unimpaired and unhurt. But 
one thought further on this point: God 
is the author and creator of the mind, 
while man, to a great extent, if not en- 
tirely, is the creator of the faculties. 
I wish to take one more position upon 
this subject, and that position is the 
strongest one yet taken, and yet I think 
it can be clearly sustained. It is this: 
that man could not be a moral free 
agent, with innate faculties of mind, 
nor would he be responsible to his Crea- 
tor for what he did. In the first place, 
we say every thing we do, and every 
act we perform, is under the immediate 
_ guidance of the faculties of our mind; 
in short, we cannot act without their 
guidance. Now, i: God created and 
laced them there, he certainly did so 
in order that they might fill the iden- 
tical offices which they do fill; else 
His creation was in vain. Then, what 
else are they but His agents, by which 
He forces us to do whatsoever He wills ? 
But the worst feature of it is yet to 
be told. He not only takes away our 
free agency and makes us mere ma- 
chines in His own hands, but He cre- 
ates us every one with different judg- 
ments, different reasons, and different 
consciences, and then calls on us all to 
obey one"Law, or one Gospel, which is 
impossible, with the penalty of damna- 
tion affixed to our disobedience to either 
of them. 
‘Oh, consistency, thou art a jewel !”’ 
S. C. Humpnrey. 
Abingdon College, Dee. Ist, 1556. 


Wayside Sketches.—No. 3. 


Crawfordsville is the seat of a Pres- 
byterian college of respectable preten- 
tions, and enjoys a liberal share of pa- 
tronage. 
dozen church edifices, oceupied by as 
many different denominations of pro- 
fessed christians. The Methodists are 
building a fine house, and the Presby- 


It also contains some half 


terians have a very good one. Our 
brethren have also a house that in its 
day was considered jirst class, but now, 
like many other things, it bears the 
marks of time. The congregation has 
for some years been on the decline, ow- 
ing chiefly to personal dissensions, 
which broke out in their midst ; a mel- 
ancholy proof that christians should be 
careful to “offend not in word,” re- 
membering that “the tongue is a fire, 
‘a world of iniquity,” which, if not 
‘‘bridled,’’ is liable to destroy the har- 
‘mony and peace of the whole congre- 
gation. There are, however, among 
the brethren there, some of the excel- 
lent of the earth, who have stood firm 
amidst all their trials, and who still 
manifest their determination to give 
their influence on the side of “‘primitive 
christianity.” From the indications 
‘manifested we apprehend that a brighter 


day is dawning. The brethren were 


‘thoroughly repairing their house, and 
had already commenced their social 
prayer meetings, which in our judg- 
ment is a certain harbinger of joyful 
ingatherings from without, and much 
brotherly kindness and universal love 


tions, they are rich in speaking talents. 


sidered ‘‘apt to teach,” while one of 
them, Dr. Ryland T. Brown, as a pub- 
lic speaker occupies the very first rank, 
and especially as a pulpit orator, has 
few equals. Although eminent as a 
physician, we think the brethren should 
so effectually sustain him in the work 
of the ministry, as to enable him to cut 
himself entirely loose from all worldly 


occupations. We hear a great deal of: 


complaint among the brethren about 


within. Unlike some other congrega- 


Several of their members may be con-. 
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the “scarcity of preachers;” but the 
truth is, many of those, who are ‘“‘work- 
men that needeth not to be ashamed’’, 
are not kept in the field, while young 
brethren, who bid fair to make full 
grown men, are frequently entirely 
overlooked, and réceive neither remu- 
neration nor encouragement. 


From Crawfordsville we took a rather 
circuitous route through Shawnee prai- 
rie and Weehaw plains to Lafayette. 
Our first point was Linden, on the rail- 
road, were we found a few good breth- 
ren. We addressed a good audience 
at night, who had assembled on a very 
short notice at a school room in the vi- 
cinity. In justice to the good people 
of the village, we will add, that al- 
though we spoke in a school house, it 
was a@ very superior one, and much bet- 
ter adapted to the purpose than one 
half of the meeting houses we find 
through the country. Wespenta Lord’s 

day with the brethren at Locust Grove, 
where they have not even a school house 
to worship in. Wespoke morning and 
evening at the house of Bro. Jacob 
Fouts, to a good and attentive audi- 

ence. We also had the pleasure of ad- 
dressing our Methodist friends the night 
previous, in their own very ‘commo- 
dious and comfortable meeting house. 
We attended with the expectation of 
being a hearer, but as their preacher 
disappointed them, they invited.us to 
preach. One thing we noticed, that is 
frequently neglected by our own breth- 
ren: the leader of the class arose in the 
stand and politely introduced us to the 
audience. We rejoice in every circum- 
stance, however small it may seem, 
which has a tendency to soften down 


which unfortunately exist among those, 
who should be the exponents of true 
christian love, and an expanded phi- 
lantrophy. On Monday night we filled 
an appointment for Elder J. Galbreath, 
at West Point, where we found the 
remnant of what was once a very flour- 
ishing congregation. There are some 
noble brethren there, and with the aid 
of Bro. Galbreath, who is laboring for 
them a portion of his time, we trust 
they will again become prosperous and 
influential. 

During the six days we spent be- 
tween Orawfordsville and Lafayette, 
we visited quite a number of brethren 
at their homes, and in every instance 
was received with that true christian 
hospitality so characteristic of our bro-. © 
therhood wherever it has been our lot 
to travel. Although that portion of 
the country had suffered much from a 
continuous drouth, the brethren almost 
universally patronized the Magazine. 

As a place of business, both com- 
mercial and manufacturing, Lafayette 
has no superior and few equals in 
the Wabash Valley. Situated in the 
midst of one of the best farming coun- 
ties in Indiana, and enjoying the ad- 
vantages of river and canal navigation, 
portions of the year it would naturally 
flourish. But add to these the advan- 
tages of some half dozen railroads, 
whose converging rails bear thither the 
products of a large district of country, 
and you can then form an idea of its 
business and importance, especially 
when you take into consideration, that 
for enterprise its citizens are unsur- 
passed. Unfortunately. the cause of 
christianity does not flourish in thesame 


the animosity and lessen the prejudices 


ratio with the city. Perhaps the ease 
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with which wealth is acquired may be| 
one reason why it does not; for our 
Savior informed his disciples, that men 
could not ‘‘serve God and Mammon at 
the same time.” We have a small 
congregation there, who own a com- 
fortable meeting house and keep up the 
regular Lord’s day meetings. The con- 
gregations are usually small and made 
up almost exclusively of its members, | 
so that the chances to proselyte, or even 
to exert much influence upon the com- 
munity, is small. Father Longly, one 
of the pioneers not only of the refor- 
mation, but also of the country, is their 
preacher, and for one of his advanced 
age, is still an efficient proclaimer of 
the Gospel. He has given a long life 
to the cause of Christ, without receiv- 
ing any adequate earthly compensa- 
tion. Nevertheless he occupies a large 
space in the affections of the brother- 
hood, and when the riches of this world 
shall be consumed in the great confla- 
gration, will inherit a crown unfaded. 
ing and a harp of gold attuned to the 
praises of the Savior in whom he has 
trusted, and the God he has served and 
worshipped amid the trials and vicissi- 
tudes of his eventful life. 

From Lafayette we went to the 
‘Pleasant Grove” congregation, situ- 
ated in the edge of the “Grand Prai- 
rie,” which spreads over the north- 
western portion of Indiana, as well as 
over a large portion of Illinois. For 
farming purposes the country is unsur- 
passed, but the searcity of fuel and tim- 
ber is a serious drawback. The con- 
gregation is in a flourishing condition. 
The brethren have a very good meet- 
ing house, and what is much better (as 


to use it. Upon a very short and par- 
tial notice, a very respectable congre- 
gation assembled to hear us deliver a 
discourse, notwithstanding the roads 
and weathcr were very unpropitious. 
The brethren, with a few exceptions, 
subscribed liberally for the Magazine. 
We met one brother who did not seem 
to appreciate the value of any kind of 
periodical literature, much less a Mag- 
azine which has any squintings towards 
natural equality and universal liberty. 
As an evidence that he did not need 
the usual aids to keep himself posted, 
we will state, that in the course of our 
conversation he remarked, that he sup- 
posed ‘ Bro. Alexander Campbell had 
been dead a number of years!” We 
told him Bro. Campbell was still living 
in the full possession of his giant pow- 
ers. To which he responded, that he 
‘chad not heard of him for a long time, 
and thought he was dead.” He added, 
that he once took Bro. Campbell’s writ- 
ings for a whole year / J. B. 


[From “The Age.”] 
Union City—A House of Worship. 


In view of the facilities by which 
ministers can approach the above named 
place, and by which the Bospe can be 
spread out, the Western District of 

hio, embracing of Indiana, when 
in convention assembled, some three 
years ago, passed a resolution to take 
this important point into consideration, 
and, if ible, erect a house of wor- 
ship here. Accordingly, arrangements 
were made, and subscriptions which 
were thought to be very nearly suffi- 
cient to accomplish the desired object, 
were raised, and the building of a meet- 
ing house was put under contract. This, 
as a matter of course, required a legally 
authorized Board of Managers, and 


we learned) they have the disposition 


brought them under obligations to col- 
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lect and pay over a considerable amount | it, and make a report of the disburse- 
of money. The object of this brief no-|ment of the funds received by him, 
tice is to inform the brethren of this| Prospects appear favorable for a great 
district, and owt of it, that this Board | work to be accomplished at this place. 
of Managers have executed the busi-|Our meeting house is made comfort- 
ness intrusted to them, and then, there |able, and the people come by hundreds 
not having been a sufficient amount of|}to hear the gospel of the blessed God, 


means raised to pay the debt, the Board 
stand bound for it. We feel, conscious, 
from a personal acquaintance with the 
circumstances of the case, that it was 


a laudable and righteous undertaking, 


and we trust that our brethren generally 
will feel disposed to assist in paying for 


this meeting-house. 


I am authorized, by the action of this 


district, to make this call upon you, 


and we hope you will respond to the 
call immediately, by sending material 


aid to Bro. Barnhill Polly, Union City, 
Randolph county, Indiana, the author- 


ized and traveling agent of the district. 


Union City is an important point.— 
Ministers can reach this place trom dif- 
ferent portions of the country by public 
conveyance ; and able ministers of the 
New Testament are willing to make 
a sacrifice to visit this place. 
Remember, brethren, that if Chris- 
tianity, in its purity, can be fully es- 
tablished here, it will do more, vastly 
more, to advance the Redeemer’s king- 
dom in the world, than in the more re- 
mote portions of our country. 
If the means are not raised to finish 
ying off for our comfortable meeting- 
ouse, in this flourishing and rapidly 
growing city, the Board will be com- 
pelled to make considerable sacrifice, 
or sell the house. The Board of Man- 
agers have not wasted the money that 
was subscribed; this is not the cause of 
the failure; but the failure in crops, 
and in money matters, a year or two 
ago, with the immense sickness almost 
our entire country, caused 
it. You will, therefore, unhesitatingly 
respond to our call. Send on whatever 
you can, you need have no fears but 
that it will be properly applied. Bro. 
Polly will receipt any one who desires 


and numbers are becoming obedient to 
the faith. Elder Benj. Franklin, and 
Eld. John Boggs have visited this place, 
and labored with good success, and we 
hope they will append such remarks as 
will induce brethren to take this mat- 
ter into consideration, so that we shall 
\be liberated from our present embar- 
rassments, and have a glorious church, 
lanted on the rock of eternal ages, in 
nion City. | 
The Review, the Magazine, and the 
Record, will please copy. 


Tuomas WILEY. 


If we could add anything to the fore- 
going that would induce our brethren, 
who have the means to assist in liquid- 
ating the debt yet due on the Christian 
Meeting House at Union City, or our 
preaching brethren to make the neces- 
sary sacrifice of their time to go and 
hold there alternately a series of meet- 
ings, we would gladly do so. 

We know of no better field for mis- 
sionary labor than is presented at that 
point. The brethren in a few congre- 
gations contiguous have voluntarily 
taxed themselves to the full amount of 
their ability to build a comfortable 
house for the worship of God; and al- 
though there are but few members in 
the place, the citizens generally are de- 
sirons that the cause should be built up 
there, and are ready to extend their 
hospitalities to preachers of the Gospel 
and all other who feel disposed to aid 
by their presence in the glorious work 


of converting sinners. We do not 
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know the amount of their indebtedness, 
but we do know that Bro. B. Polly, their 
financial agent, is worthy of all confi- 
dence, and will account for every cent 


entrusted to him. As far as we are, 


personally concerned, we have to adopt 
the language of an inspired apostle: 
‘Silver and gold have I none,”’ but we 
rejoice to be able to add: “Such as I 
have, give I unto thee.’’ God willing, 
we pledge ourselves to be one of twelve 
who will the present year hold a series 
of meetings including one Lord’s day, 
and we hope others will make a similar 
response to Bro. Wiley’s call. s. B. 


BOOK NOTICES. 
We have received from the Bible Union 


two copies of the ‘‘Book of Job,” one 


with and one without notes. -They are 
gotten up in the best style, and are a very 
valuable acquisition to the Bible student. 
The notes by Dr. Conant will be found 
particularly interesting. We hope the day 
is not far distant, when the whole Bible, 
from the beginning of Genesis to the end 
of Revelations, will be presented to the 
world so thoroughly revised, as to give 
the English reader the precise idea, con- 
veyed by the spirit of inspiration, in the 
original manuscripts of the sacred penmen. 
We have also on our table, from the same 
source and in th® same style, Paul’s Ist 
and 2d letter to the Thessalonians. We 
commend the aforesaid work to the atten- 
tion of the brotherhood. 


Union or OCuristians oF 
Curist, in one volume, published by 
James Challen & Sons, Philadelphia. 
These works by Bro. Scott are too well 
known to need any description. Bro. 
Challen has now published them in a much 
better form than that in which they origin- 
appeared. 

HRISTIAN Evipences, by Elder Jas. 
Challen, published by the same house, is 
on our table, and from the cursory exam- 
ination we have been enabled to give it, 
we conclude that it is just what its name 
imports. Well calculated to cure the fear- 


ful scourge of infidelity, which is infectin 
every nook and corner of ourcountry. It 
should find a place in every family. From 


the same publishers we have a copy of the 


‘Cave of Machpelah and other Poems,’’ b 


obtained a high reputation among us as a 


poet, and the volume before us is calcu- 
lated to increase it. We have rarely read 
a poem of equal length, with so great in- 
terest as the ‘‘Cave of Machpelah.”’ 


CauirorniA, Inpoors Ovt, a large 
12mo of some 500 pp., by Eliza W. Farn- 
ham, for sale by Messrs. Truman and 
Spofford, 111 Main street. The book is 


the work before starting to California. 
A New Boox comine! We have been 
shown a few of the proof sheets of a new 


volume, comprising a recent debate by 


Bro. A. Walker and Mr. Hull on the ‘‘Fu- 
ture state of the Dead,”’ published by Bro. 
Saml. Bussell ef Cicero, Hamilton Co., 


Ind. The book will contain between three 


and four hundred pages, and will be fur- 


particularly. 


forth to be published by Messrs. Campbell 


& McDermot, Wheeling, Va., who have 
purchased the establishment of its former 


proprietors. 
With one of the firm, Mr. A. W. Camp- 
bell, Jr., we have the pleasure of a partial 


College, and a nephew of its venerable 
and distinguished president, Alexander 


Campbell. It is gratifying to know, that 


in the city of Wheeling, in the pro-slav- 
ery and aristocratic state of Virginia, be- 


fogged as it is with old fogyism, men 
of learning and character can be found 


with the avowed determination to vindi- 
cate ‘‘freedom of speech’? and all other 
constitutional rights. From their pro- 
spectus we make the following extract: 
‘It will be the aim of the editors to zeal- 
ously and indefatigably devote themselves 


‘to the interest of the commerce and agri 


Elder James Challen. Bro. Challen has 


well written and affords a view of both | 
the sunny and shady sides of the golden 
land. We advise every body to peruse 


nished at one dollar per copy. When we 
see the work complete, we will notice more 


Wauee.ine Iyretticencer. During our 
absence we received a prospectus for the 
fifth volume of the aforesaid paper ( which 
should have been noticed wey ence- 


acquaintance. Heis a graduate of Bethany 
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culture bordering upon the Ohio river ; 
to print areliable commercial gazette, and 
to spare no pains in obtaining the earliest 
and most important news. They will a 
all times be found standing up for the vin- 
dication of freedom of speech and all the 
tutional rights guaranteed to every cit- 
_izen of Virginia and the United States.”’ 
The Weekly is furnished at only one dollar 
per annum. We commend the ‘‘Intelli- 
ncer” to our readers generally, and espe- 
cially to those contiguous to theOhio river. 

Water Cure Aumanac. Fowler &, 
Wells, New York; price six cents. In- 
significant as an almanac may appear to 
some of our readers, we can assure them 
there is more useful information contained 
in it, than can be found in some volumes 
with high sounding titles, that cost a hun- 
dred times its price. Whoever will read 
it, and practice what they read, will find 
their health, and consequently their hap- 
piness, greatly increased. 

Drep, A Tate or THE Great Dismar 
Swamp, by Harriet Beecher Stowe, pub- 
lished by Phillips Sampson & Co., Bie. 
ton, 700 pp, 8vo., 2vols. Wesay to our 
readers: if you have not yet read this 
book, buy it by all means. It is one of 
the best exhibitions of slavery’s workings 
we have ever seen. It clearly portrays its 
blighting influences upon the ‘‘poor whites 
of the South, upon the slave-holder and 
his family, upon the slave, upon religion, 
finance, morality, and education. Some 
have supposed that the book was calcu- 
lated to place christianity in bad odor. In 
our judgment, such is not the case. It is 
only that dogus christianity which connives 
at, and apologizes for man-selling, wom- 
en-whipping, and child-disowning ; which 
fosters licentiousness and every other 
-erime, and which excludes from the light 
of the Bible four millions of human be- 
ings in this land of Gospel light and 
knowledge, that it makes war against, and 
we give it as our opinion, that in so do- 
ing the author was ‘‘doing God service.”’ 
We say again: duy and read ‘‘Dred.”’ 

Toe Fammy Companion, Sermons by 
Elder Elijah Goodwin, 1 vol. 8vo, 400 
pp-; price $1.00. This is a most beauti- 
ful book; paper, type, and binding ex- 
cellent. We have scarcely a preacher in 


‘well as those of Bro. Goodwin. They 


are well arranged, well studied, and grace- 
fully finished. The matter is not only 
strictly orthodox, but of a highly prac- 
tical caracter. J. B. 


CHURCH NEWS. 


[Extracts from Letters to the Editor. | 
Marlborough, Dec. 24th, 1856. 

Dear Sir: Bro. W.S. Gray closed a 
meeting here on last Lord’s day night, 
which had been protracted some weeks, 
during which time there were 9 additions 
to the church, 3 by confession and immer- 
sion, and 6 reclaimed. Great good to this 
community will result from the labors of 
Bro. Gray during his stay with us. Much 
prejudice and misrepresentation have been 
removed. Infidelity and spiritualism have 
been shaken to its very center. Outsiders 
stand and tremble, and at this very time 
they are raising money in order to pro- 
cure the labors of Bro. Gray again, as 
soon as they can get him toreturn. They 
appreciate his worth, and why should not 
all, who wish to see the Gospel triumph 
over all opposition? Bro. Gray is a pow- 
erful man, and has done more to establish 
permanently the truths of the Gospel in 
this community, than any other man that 
has labored here. I know of no other 
man who is better qualified to meet the 
opposers of the Bible, than he is. May 
the Lord bless him in all his efforts to do 
good ! Yours in Christ, 

Eld. H. W. Pennors. 


Bazetta, Trumbull Co., O. 
Dear Brotuer: A meeting has just 
closed at this place; fifty-one immersed,” 
and five other additions. Bro. E. Wake- 
field was the Evangelist. 
Dec. 3. 


Catvin SMITH. 


Newton Falls. 

Dear Sir: I have just returned from 
New Philadelphia, Tuscarawas Co., where 
I held a meeting continuing over 4 Lord’s 
days. During this time 27 confessed their 
Lord and were buried with him in bap- 
tism, and 8 were restored; making in all 
30 additions. The brethren also were very 
much strengthened. To the Lord be all 
Your Bro. in the Lord, © 


our ranks whose sermons would read as 


the praise ! 
Dec. 16. Lzon. Sourumayp. 
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Chagrin Falls, O. 

Bro. Boaas: We have just concluded 
a very interesting meeting of 14 days. 
Elder W. T. Horner, a talented brother 
and scholar, was our speaker. He lectured 
one week on the evidences of christianity, 
and then presented the Gospel facts and 
claims, in a clear and forcible style. His 
discourses on the evidences were unan- 
swerable. We trust much good will re- 
sult from the effort. One made the good 
confession, and was buried in the watery 


grave, and arose to walk in newness of 


life, while others were made to tremble 
before the word of the Lord. 


J. 
Dec. 21. Overseers. 


Union City, Ia. 
Bro. Boaas: At the-close of the Anni- 


versaries of the Societies in Cincinnati, 
we took the cars (as you well remember), 
and reached home Friday evening, Oct. 
the 24th. | 

On Saturday evening, Oct. the 20th, 
we commenced a meeting at Carmel, Ran- 
dolph Co. Ia., and continued over Lord’s 
day. At this meeting one noble young 
lady made the good confession, and was 
immersed. 

On Friday evening last, Nov. 14th, we 
commenced a meeting near Ft. Recovery, 
Mercer Co., Ohio, and continued till Mon- 
day evening. At this.meeting four noble 
souls, one gentleman and three ladies, all 
intelligent and all heads of families, made 
the good confession of the name of Christ, 
and were all immersed. 

There is no church where this meeting 
was held ; but prospects appear favorable, 

*and we think the time is not far distant, 
when there will be a respectable christian 
congregation organized there. The truth 
is mighty and must prevail. ) 

Nov. 18th. Tomas WILEY. 


New Lisbon, Randolph Co., Is. 

Dear Cupren: It is with emotions 
we never can describe, that we attempt to 
write you on the present occasion. We 
are called upon to record the death of your 
sister, our dear little EmMMARETTA. 
It is a painful task for a bereaved father 
to tell his children, in a distant land, that 
the destroyer, Death, has called one of the 


loved ones from his own family circle ; 
that a vacancy is made there that never 


can be filled, until the resurrection of the 
great day. 


Your little sister left this world Tues- 
day morning, December 2d, at about five 


o’clock. She calmly resigned her spirit 
to God who gave it. 


Greatly do we feel our loss, but our 
loss is her eternal gain. 
“Oh, sweet is the season of rest, 
When life’s weary journey is done, 
The blash that spreads over its west, 
The last lingering ray of its sun, 
Though dreary the empire ef night, 
I soon shall emerge from its gloom, 
And see immortality’s light 
Arise on the shades of the tomb.” 


We love you, dear children, and should 


be glad to see you all; but if we never 
meet again on earth, we remember that 
we have all started for heaven, and we 
hope to meet you all there, where the 
loved one is now gone, where sickness, 
sorrow, pain, and death are felt and feared 
no more. ‘Tos. & Evzanor Wizey. 

Dec. 4th, 1856. 

The foregoing, written by Elder Thos. 
Wiley and consort, to their married 
daughters in Lowa, was by his request for- 
warded to us for insertion in the Maga- 
zine, and we regret that for want of space 
we had to abbreviate it considerably. 

We truly sympathise with our brother 
and his afflicted family in their bereave- 
ment. None but a parent can realize a 
parent’s love; and nothing but the hand 
of death in the removal of a beloved child 
can make us fully realize the strength of 
that tie which binds children to the hearts 
of parents. We feel assured, however, 
that in the spirit of christian resignation, 
Bro. Wiley will be able to say: ‘“The 
Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord!” 4g. B. 


Seneca Falls, N. Y. 
Departed this life, on the 2nd of De- 


cember, 1856, Sister Mary Lovisa, wife 
of Brother Alver Parmelee, in the 26th 
year of her Her disease was con- 
sumption; and during the many months 
that she was called to suffer, she was never 


heard to murmur or complain. Her trust 


was in her Savior ; on him she cast all her 
cares : and though she could not but grieve 
during her illness that she must leave her 
dear children, too young to realize a 
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